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ABVERTISEMENT. 


.aIS little book is, in part, the same 
which was formerly published under 
!the title of a ‘ Description of a Set of 
J^rints of Antient History;’ the Les¬ 
sons are altered in their arrangement, 
and-have received numerous correc- 

m. 

' h 

tions. 

Their chief design is, to give a 
general outline of Profane History; 
^ud to.fix in the memory of the young 

:'eat! t/he origin and fortunes of ^ose 

I 



IV 


nations which are mentioned ii 
Scripture, particularly the four gi'ea 
Monarchies, and of the principa 
Kingdoms and States successively 
annexed to the Roman Empire. 
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LESSON L 

Peopie, or nations, are divided into 
barharom and civilized. Barbarous 
nation«! arc those w^io» lead a s&vage 
life: civilized nations are those who 
arc skilled in arts and sciences. 

A Along civilifStTd aDations^ som^ are 
called Kingdoms, and some Republics, 
or Commomiealths. A kiilgdo|n is 
governed by one man, who possesses 
his government lor life. A repj^blic 
has many governors at once; wh4 are 

B 
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ANTIENT HISTORY. 


chosen by the pgople, and may be re¬ 
moved by them. 

If several nations, with their kings 
and governors, be subjected to one 
sovereign, the nations so connected 
are called an ^Empire, or Monarchy, 

f 

and named after tli?t nation which 
has the supreme power. 

After the dispersion of mankind at 
Eabei, four great Empires arose in 
succession: namely, 

The first, or Assyrian ; 

The second, or rERSUN; 

' ^ t ' 

The third, or Grecian ; and 
The fourth, or Roman Empire. 

The following Lessons are designed 
to convey an idea of the succession of 
these Moum'chies. 
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LESSON II. 

NOAH AND HIS FAMILY AFTEE THE 

FLOOD. A.C. 2348 . 

After the Flood was 0Yer,Hhe ground 
dry, and the trees and planets sprung 
up again, the earth might be consi¬ 
dered as a new worU,*of which^Noah 
and his family ^vere the only human 
inhabitants. It must have given them 
great joy, whelTTiiey first Jbafceld all 
the w-orks of the creation restored, 
after such a destroying delude, Noah, 
knew, that for the wickedness of the 
former inhabitants of the earth, God 
had brought this d^truction npon 

B 2 ? 



4( NOAH AND HIS FAMILY 

them, and that /or his righteonsness 
he and^is family had been preserved; 
and he resolved that he would keep 
up the true religion in the new world, 
as he had done in the old. The first 

r 

thing, therefore, which he did after 
coming out of the ark, was to build 
an altatv to the Lord, and offer a 
sacrifice. This he did in the way 
before ordained- by God Himself, and 
it was accepted, as that of righteous 

c 

Abel had been. •• When Noah was 
offering' tljis sacrifice,'the Lord made 
a covenant with him and all living 
,creaturesj that ‘ he would never more 
destroy the earth by a flood of M^aters 

t 

and He appointed the rainbow as a 
token of this c<^venant. 



AFTER THE FLOOD. 



Two of Noah’s sons, Shem and 
Japlieth, were rigliteoas men, and 
brought up their families to be jright- 
eous also. But Ilam was not a good 
man: he behaved very ill to his fa¬ 
ther; and Noah, many years after 
the Flood, was inspired (tfaat is, God 
put it into his mind) to for^tel that 
the ‘ race, which should proceed from 
Ham’s youngest son .Canaan, would 


be servants of servants to the nations 
wlio should spring from his brothfers.’ 
He foretold, Kfeevise, thaj^^ ‘ Shem 
■would be blessed above Japheth, but 
that Japheth should also bo blessed; 
and that their descendants would 
rule over the race of Canaan.’ For 
many years after the Flood maidtind 

B 3 ’ 


V. 
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KOAH AND HIS FAMILY. 


continued to live together near Mount 
Ararat, where the ark rested: the 
other parts of the world, consequently, 
had no human inhabitants. 
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LESSON TIL 


BEGINNING OF THE ASSYBUN 
MONAECHY. 

Cush, one of the sons of Ham, had a 
son named Nimrod ; the lasttis called 
in Scripture a mighty hunter^ because 
he was celebrated .for killing* wi^d 
beasts, which had multiplied to such 
a degree, that mankind were obliged 
to de*stroy them-for^their ow,^ safety. 
Nimrod, beiyg so useful in tuis way, 
was, made king; and a ndmber of 
people joined with him in a scl^me 

for building a-city and a tower^the 

* ^ 

top of wbicb they intended sb|>uld 
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I 

reach to heaveij. Accordingly, they 
left the place where Noah and his 
family .were settled, and travelled to 
the plain of Shinar; and there they 
began to raise their tower, which is 
called in Scripture “ the Tower of 
Babel.” 

The families of Shem and Japheth, 
who continued near Mount Ararat, 
preserved the true Religion; but 
Nimrod and his followers, having 
quitted the holy place where the sa¬ 
crifices were offered. Introduced ido- 

’ I 

latry, it is supposed, into the new 
^ world by-worshipping the Sun instead 

of God; and the Tower of Babel is 

♦ 

thought to have been an idol temple. 
The Scriptures inform us how these 



THE ASSYRIAN MONAECHt. ^ 


wicked people were t hindered from 
completing their tower, by the Lord’s 
confounding their language*;* and 
other ancient writers, who knew no¬ 
thing of the Bible, mention such a, 
city and tower, and state that it was 
consumed by fire from heJiven; that 
the builders of it were dispersed, and 
that Nimrod perished. 

As Nimrod was the’first man after 


the Flood who governed a great num- 

her of people, he is called the first 

Monarch, and iiis' kingdonj ^^'he.first 

»* 

Monarchy; and as this kingdom was 
in Assyria, it is called the ‘‘Assyrian, 
Monarchy.’ 


* See Script. Hist. Less. X, 
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LESSON IV. 

Nimrod, as history teaches us, had a 
son named Ninus, who iras king of 

V 

Assyria after his father’s death, and 
lived at» a great city called Nineveh. 
Ninus is said to have had a queen 
u^med Scmiramis, who possessed as 
much courage as a man, and who 
used to go out at the head of her 
armjjBS Jike a generttl:- The last peo- 

A 

pie against whom shefought were 
the Indians. These made use of ele¬ 
phants in battle, on whose backs they 

I 

built little castles, to contain men 
armed with bows and arrows. Se- 
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J 

miraTnis having no elephants, ordered 

a number of camels to be dressed up 

0 

to imitate them, in order to deceive 
the Indians. But the mock elephants 
could not stand against the true ones; 
and therefore she, and her army, were 
overcome. Senxiramis is s'vid to have 
built the city of Babylon, where the 
Tower of Babel stood. It exceeded 
Nineveh in grandeur.. She died a.c. 

1965 . 

After Niiius, reigned several kings 
of Assyria, the hjt of whom wgs called 
Sardanapalus, lie is described as a 
foolish prince and a great coward. In¬ 
stead of appearing with dignity as a 
king, he used to dress himself like a 
w'oman, and sit and spin among; the 



12 ASSYRIAN MONARCHY. 

ladies. Brave officers did not like to 
be governed by so weak a prince; some 
of.thpm therefore joined together, and 
came with an army to drive him from 
his throne. When he perceived his 

it 

danger, he shut himself up in Nine- 
veh, whera he thought he should be 
safe, because it had strong fortifica¬ 
tions : but the river Tigris rose to such 
a height, that it washed down part of 
the wall, and opened a passage for the 

I 

enfemy. 

Sardgjiapalns thor*-ordered a'great 
pile of wood to be made in his palace, 
which he ascended, and setting fire to 
it, he burnt himself, his family, and 
all his riches. With him fell the first 
Assyrian Monarchy [a.c. 820], which 
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Vd 

was now divided into thfee parts, form¬ 
ing each a separate kingdom. Before 
we give an account of these kingdoms, 
we must mention others which existed 
at the same time, but which made no 
part of the Assyrian IV^onarchy. 


c 
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LESSON V. 


FIRST EGYPTIAN KINGDOlf. 

A.C. 2188. 


The kingflpm of Egypt is supposed to 
have been founded by Misraim, another 
of the sons of flam. Very little is 


known of the history of this nation in 
the early ages of the world, besides 


what we read in the Kble; from which 

< 

it appea,rs that its^. jnbabitantSe were 
very learned, but that in time they be- 
came idolaters. When Abraham went 


to Egypt, after God had called him 
out of Mesopotamia, the natives had 
not forgotten the Lord God; and in 



FIRST EGYPTIAN KINGDOM. 15 

■ft' 

Joseph’s days, its king was a believer. 
But when the children of Israel were 
in bondage in Egypt, idolatry bad risen 
to a dreadful height; and we read in 
the Scriptures that the Lord God sent 
great plagues upon that country, be¬ 
cause Phai'aoh {cfused to 4et the peo¬ 
ple go to sacrifice to Him in the wilder¬ 
ness. 

All the kings of Egypt are hamed 
‘ Pharaoh’ in the Bible; but the Pha- 
raoh, by whom the Israelites were first 
treated as sla^e&, is supposed to^have 
been the same who is called Cy some 

ft? 

writers ‘ Sesostris.’ He was a great 
warrior, and conquered many nations, 
by which he gained immense^riches. 
But he was a very proud min, and 
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{. 

Caused the princes whom he van¬ 
quished to be fastened four abreast to 
his cUaiiot, and made them draw him 
instead of horses, when he went to 
the temple of his idol, or to his. 

r 

capital city. 

In bis old age, Sesostris was afflicted 
with blindness, and growing tired of 
life, killed himself; leaving an exam¬ 
ple to the world, that neither riches 
nor power can give happiness, when 
hufflility is wanting. 

Pheron. the son. of Sesostris, is sup- 
posed to have been the Pharaoli who 
was drowned in the Red Sea, as re- 
lated in the Bible. 
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LESSON VI. 

After Pheron, and many other mo- 
^narchs, one named Apries (or Pharaoh 
Hophra) came to the^ throne. As a 
punishment for Jiis pride a«d presump¬ 
tion, God permitted Nebucljadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, to overcome him; 
and he was taken, and strangled in his 
own palace. There is a great deal 
about this prince ig the Bible. 

Pharaoh Hophr^ was sugpeeded by. 
several other kings; the last of whom 
was Psammeiiitus, He was vanquished^ 
by Cambyses, the son of Cyrus, who 
put an end to the antient kingdom of 
Egypt. 

c 3 
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There are still many monuments 
remaining of its grandeur, particularly 
the Pyramids, which are supposed by 
some writers to have been built by the 
Israelites w^hen they were in bondage. 
(The river Nile overflows Egypt at a 
particular SQSison of thejear, and leaves 
a slime behind when it retires, that 
renders the land very fruitful. 

This river pia^duces that dreadful 
creature called th?? crocodile,*which 
can devour a man; but there is a little 
animal cgjled theoiehaeumon, which 

f 

can kill the crocodile. It u'as by the 
brink of ‘^he Nile, also, that Moses 
was found in the ark of bulrushes by 
Pharaoh’s daughter. 



19 


LESSON VIL 

FIRST SYRIAN KINGDOM. 

^NTiENT Syria is supposed to have 
been in tbe possession of Aram, the 
fifth son of Sheyi. In process of time 
it became a celebrated kingdpm; and 
part of its history is to be found in 
the Bible, as the Syrians had frdquent 
wars with tho Israelites, and were 
often defeated by ,them, particularly 
in David’s time. Syria included, the 
kingdoms of 

ZoBAH, 

Damascus, 

ITameth, and 
Gesher : 
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All which were, successively, added to 
the dominion of the Assyrian mo- 
narchs. In this country were two 
great cities, called Balbec and Palmyra, 
supposed to have been built by king 
Solomon: the ruins of them still re- 

main, and Are much /idmired by tra- 

% 

vellers. 
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LESSON VIII. 

THE PUOJNICIANS. 

The Phoenicians are supposed to have 
originally descended fsom Sidon, the 
son of Canaan, 4he son of*Noah. In 
time they grew wicked, and»worship- 
ped idols instead of God. They were 
eminent for many purious manu%:- 

tures, such as making glass, weaving 

» 

fine linen, hewing* of timber, and 
stone' and they were enjoyed by 
king Solomon in building the temple 
at Jerusalem. They were, also, great, 
merchants, and traded to many parts 
of the world. 

In the country of Phoenicia were 
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c 

the two celebrated cities of Tyre and 
Sidon and also Zarephath, to which 
the prophet Elijah was commanded by 
God to retire from the persecution of 
AhaJb and Jezebel, and where he met 

i 

w’ith the wido>?r, whose barrel of meal 
and cruse < of oil were miraculously 
multiplies to feed her and the pro¬ 
phet during the famine. 

, Among the kings of Tyre was Hiram, 
who lived in friendship with king 
David, and afterv^ards assisted Solo- 
moA with^workmen and materials for 

m 

building the temple at Jerusalem. 
After him reigned several other mo- 
narchs. 

* A farther account of Tyre will be given in 
the Second Part of Antient History. 
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LESSON IX. 


KINGDOM OF ASSYRIA. 

The three kingdoms, into which the 

* 

first Assyrian monarchy was divided, 
were 

First, the Assyrian ; 

Second, the Babylonian ; «,nd 
Third, the Median’. 

Though the Assyrian empire was di- 

V * 

Tided after the death of Sardanapalus, 

if> ^ 

[a,c. 820,] so that one monai1?h did 
not govern tlie whole, there, was an 

pi 

Assyrian kingdom, from which arose in 
process of time a second Assyrian mo¬ 
narchy. Its first king,of whom we re^, 
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was called Phul, or Pul, [a.c. 777,] 

and his throne was in the city of 

NinqvM. There were at the same 

time a king of Babylon, Belesis; and 

a king of Media, Arbaces. 

In the days of Pul (as it is supposed) 
*• 

the prophet Jonah w^ commanded to 
go to Nineveh, and cry against it, be¬ 
cause of iii / wickedness of the people: 

but Jonah was^ afraid to carry such a 
' < 

message, though the Lord sent him ; 


he therefore took ship, and departed to 
another place. When he was out at 

‘ ^ " t" S} 

sea, however, there arose a tremendous 


tempest, so that the vessel was like to 
be lost; upon which Jonah’s conscience 
reproached him, and he told the sailors 
‘ how wicked he had been, and desired 
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they would throw him into the sea.’ 
This they did. But the Lord had pre- 
pared a great fish to swallow Jpnah ; 
and lie was kept alive three days and 
three nights in the fish’s belly, after 
which the fish^.cast him out of his^ 
mouth on dry land. 

Again the Lord comrnandgd Jonah 
to go to Nineveh : and he went, and 

cried aloud in the heaikig of the king 

» ^ 

and people, ‘Yet forty days, and Nine¬ 
veh shall be destroyed.’ When idie 
king heard this dreadful threatening 
from the mouth of the Lord’s pfopbet, 
he came down from his throne, and 
threw aside his royal garments; and 
took his crown from his head, $nd 
clothed himself in sackcloth, and;sat 
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in asbes, and would not even eat bread 
or drink water, but fasted and prayed 
nighty and day; and all his nobles, 
and the people of the land, both small 
and great, did the same, covering even 
the very beasts with pckcloth. And 
when God, saw that they humbled 
themselves before Him, He spared tlie 
city, instead of destroying it; as He 
would have done, if they had not 
hearkened to his prophet. 

‘But the repentance of the Niiievites 
not proving lasting, the city was4ifter- 
wards destroyed by Cyaxares, king of 
Media. . 
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LESSON X. 

Shalmaneser was another king of 
Assyria; he fought against Hoshea, 
[a.c. 727,] at th 9 ,t time king of Israel, 
and made him promise to pay him a 
large sum of money every year. For 
some years, Hoshea paid this tribute- 
money ; but, at last, he applied to the 
king of Egypt to help him with an 
army iTgainst Shalmaneser. ^^As goon 
as Shalmanespr heard this, he came up 
with a great army against Hoshea and 
his people, and besieged him in Sa¬ 
maria. 

This king and his people being at 

D 2 
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that time extremely wicked, God 
would not protect them, but suffered 

♦ r. 

themr to fall into the hands of Shal¬ 
maneser ; who took Hoshea prisoner, 
and loaded him with chains, and put 
him in a dismal prison, obliging all his 
subjects te leave th^ir own land and 
go wherever he should think fit to 
send them. After this, he took pos- 
sessioli of the city of Samaria, and 
the rest of the land of Israel, and 
added it to his kingdom of Assyria, 
which was now growing again into an 
empire*, [a.c. 721.] 


* See p. 98, Script, History. 
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LESSON XL 

Sennacherib was another Assyrian 
king, who reigned at Jfineveh. [a.c. 
712.] In his days, the good Heze- 
kiah governed the kingdom af Judah. 
Sennacherib sent to this prince to 
insist oil his paying him a largb sum 
of tribute-money every year; but 
Ilezekiah, resolving to trust in tlie 
powei^of God to defend hij«, refused 
to comply. ^Upon this Sennacherib 
sent a great army against Jerusalem, 
and wrote a letter, in which he told 
Hezekiah, that ‘it was in vain for 
him to trust in God; for that he 

D 3 
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liimself was morg powerful than God!’ 
Hezekiah, shocked at his wickedness, 

■* I- 

and praying to God to deliver him 
out of his enemy’s hands, the Lord 
sent the prophet Isaiah to assure him, 
that ‘Sennacherib should not approach 
the city, nor shoot ep arrow there.’ 
That very night, the Lord by his angel 
smote the whole Assyrian army; ‘ and 
in the morning behold they were all 
dead corpses.’ 

Sennacherib had jnst before turned 
bacic, on, hearing, that an army was 
come against Assyria; apd soon after 
his return home, as he was worshi])- 
ping an idol called Nisroch, he was 
killed by his two sons, Adramelech 
and Sharezer: but he was succeeded 
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by bis son Esarhaddon, [a.c. 709,] 
'who also gained for himself the king¬ 
dom of Babylon, and added it to the 
empire of Assyria. 

After Esarhaddon, and two other 

I 

kings, came Nebuchadnezzar. [a.c. 
606.] 
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LESSON XII. 


The princes before Nebuchadnezzar 
bad subdued many nations, and he 
had conquefed others* In the reign 
of Jehoiachin, king of Judah, he ad¬ 
vanced against Jerusalem. And as 
the ki&g and hie people were wicked, 
and w'ould not hearken to the pro¬ 
phets, the Lord permitted Nebuchad- 
nezw, vqth his* army, to ^prevail 
against them ; and thpy took the 
king of'*Judah, and all the princes, 
and many of the people, and carried 
them captive to Babylon. Among 
the prisoners were Daniel, Shadrach, 
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* 

Mesliecb, and Abedpego, who were 
all at that time young men, and grew 
up under God’s blessing to ^reat 
wisdom. 

Daniel was a prophet; and the Lord 
inspired him to interpret a wonderful 
dream, which l^p caused •Nebuchad- 

JT 

nezzar to dream. Daniel (^cplained 
its meaning, that God would raise up 
successively four great monarchies, of 
the first of which that king should 
himself be the head« 

An(}*he added iiwhisintejipreta^ion, 
that during jthe time of the fourth 
monarchy, God would set up^a king¬ 
dom which should never bo destroyed* 
These four empires were. 

First, the Babylonian ; 5 
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f 

Sebond, tho Persian ; 

Third, the Grecian ; and 
.Fourth, the Roman Empire. 

And the kingdom, which God was 
to set up, was 

The Kingdom of Christ. 
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LESSON XTII. 

BABYLONIAN EMPIRE* 

The Babylonian empire began with 
Nebuchadnezzar. Aft§r conquering 
many nations, Ikj at length besieged 
Jerusalem a second time witka great 
army, and burnt it, and the Temple 
which Solomon had built, and c^lrried 
away all its inhabitg^nts as captives to 
Babylon, the magnificent capital of 
his kingdom. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar’s heart was 
puffed up with pride, as if ^le had 
created the empire of Babylon by 
his own power, and made himself 
rich and great; and, instfead of w<^- 
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I I 

shipping the true God, he set up in 

i.' 

the plains of Dura* a golden image 
ccfknijnanding all the people in Babylon 
to fall down and worship it. 

Shadrach, Meshech, and Abednego, 
refused to do this. He therefore, at 
the instig 9 tion of those who hated 
them, caused them to be thrown into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace; 
but they came out unhurt. Upon 
which, the king ordered their enemies 
t6 be cast into the furnace, where 
they were all consumed in an^instant. 

After this, God humbled the pride 
of Nebuchadnezzar, by taking away 
his understanding; and he was driven 
from his kingdom, and ate grass as 


* In the neighbourhood of Babylon. 
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oxen, till his hairs grew like eagles’ 
feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws. 

•■t 

At length, however, his reaSon was 
restored, and he was replaced upon 
his throne. 

While the empire of Babylon was 
rising to its hejght of grandeur, the 
kingdoms of Persia and Media were 
likewise growing very powerful. 


LESSON XIV. 

Afte^t Nebucha^pezzar jand some 
other kings of Babylon, Befshazzai 
succeeded. He was very wicked, and 
so were his people. Upon this acopuni 
God permitted Cyrus, prince of Persia- 
and his uncle Cyaxares, king of lifedia 

E 



BABYLONIAN EMPIRE. 


38 

r » 

who had joined their armies and be- 
sieged Babylon, to prevail against him. 
They,had long tried to take the city; 
but they could not succeed, because 
its walls were so strong. Belshazzar 
‘indeed imagined himself to be so se¬ 
cure, that he thoughj of nothing but 
eating and drinking, and amusements. 
One night, in particular, he gave a 
great feast, and to show that he did 

t 

not fear the power of God, he sent for 
th% gold and silver cups which Nebu- 
chadnezzqi' had brought to Etibylon 
from Ae Temple, that he and his no¬ 
bles might drink out of them. They 
did so, and praised their idols, as far 
superior to the Lord. In the midst 
of this impious mirth, Belshazzar saw, 
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to his great alarm, a hand writing some 
words upon the wall; but nobody could 
read what was written, till Daniel the 
prophet was sent for, who immediately 
explained the meaning to be that ‘Bel¬ 
shazzar’s empire was finished, and that^ 
it was given to^ the Med«s and Per¬ 
sians.’ That very night Cjtus and 
Cyaxares entered the city, and killed 

Belshazzar, [a.c. 538.] .Cyaxares, who 

• « 

was called ‘Darius the Mede,’ then 
took the kingdom. 


LESSON XV. 

THE MEDES AND PERSIANS. 

The country of Media received its 
name from Madai, the third so]^ of 

B 2 
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Japbeth. The Medes are supposed to 
have been subdued by Pul, king of 
Assyria, or Tiglatb Pileser. In the 
reign of Sennacherib theyrevoIted,and 
continued for some time without a 
king, but they were at length brought 
into subjection by otje of their own 
countrynjen, named Dejoces, who was 
killed in a battle with the Assyrians. 

After DejocfiS, reigned bis son Phra- 

p ( 

ortes, and next to him Cyaxares II., 
in'Vhose reign the Scythians invaded 
Media, overran th^ whole regwn, and 
continued to oppress that and other 
neighhoHfing countries, for the space 
of twenty-eight years; but, at last, 
they were driven out by Cyaxares. 
After this, he was engaged in a war 
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with the Lydians; but a total eclipse 
of the sun frightened both parties, so 
that they were glad to make peace; 
not knowing that an eclipse of the sun 
is nothing more than the moon passing 

before the sun, arid for a little while 

■ 

hiding its light. Cyaxares »ext formed 
an alliance with Nebuchadne^ar, king 
of Babylon, by giving his daughter to 
him in marriage; and by. the aid*of the 
Babylonians he took the great city of 
Nineveh, and levelled it with the 
ground.-^After this tjie conquerors sub¬ 
dued several other nations, laid waste 
Samaria, besieged Jerusalem? which 
Nebuchadnezzar’s army burnt, and 
carried the Jewsintocaptivity,by which 
the Assyrian empire was completed. 

E 3 



42 THE MEDES AND PERSIANS. 

After a reign forty years, Cyaxares 
died, and was succeeded by his son, 

f 

(called in Scripture 'Darius the Mede^) 
who, together with Cyrus, prince of 
Persia, conquered Belshazzar, and esta¬ 
blished the Persian empire, of which 
Media becsone a part, 

Persia was originally called the land 
of Elam, after Elam the son of Shem, 
from whom the Persians descended. It 

n t 

was not unknown in the days of Abra- 

* 

ham, for at that time Chedorlaomer is 
said to haif'e been .‘king of Elam;’ and 

I 

he seems, by the Scripture account, to 
have hcfkl five other monarchs in sub¬ 
jection, who entered into a confederacy 
against him with other neighbouring 
princes. Chedorlaomer overcame them, 
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and killed the kings 0 /Sodom and Go¬ 
morrah : at which time, also, he took 
captive Lot and his family, who dwelt 
near Sodom. But Abraham went with 
four hundred armed servants, and set 
them at liberty. 

The names of ^he kings, who reigned 
after Chedorlaomer till Cyruj, are not 
known. 


LESSON XVI. 

THE PERSIaV empire. 

The Babylonian empire having been 
raised and put down, as the,^prophet 
Daniel had foretold, the Persian empire 

■r 

succeeded. It was called the ‘Peraan,’ 
because Cyrus, prince of Persia,<was 
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properly the conqueror of Babylon. 
He resigned it, however, to his uncle, 
and returned to Persia. 

When Cyaxares got possession of 
this kingdom, he raised Daniel and his 
""friends to high employments; but, by 
the Mickedvcontrivancc of their ene. 
mies, he was prevailed upon (notwith¬ 
standing his regard for the prophet) 
to have liim tljrgwn into a dcii of lions, 
as we read in Scripture history, 
"After this Cyaxares died, and the 

‘ 4 

kiii^ of Persia, the father oS^Cyrus, 

died also. By their deaths Cyrus be- 

* 

came king of Media, Persia, and Ba¬ 
bylon, which formed altogether the 
Persian empire. 
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LESSON XVII. 


Tt had been foretold by the prophet 
Isaiah^, many years before the de¬ 
struction of Jerusalem, tfiat ‘Cyrus 
should destroy Babylon, and* restore 
the Jews to their own land, that they 
might rebuild their oity hnd Temiile; 
and Jeremiah I had prophesied, that 
‘ the captivity of the* Jews in Babylon 
would continue seventy yea?s/ ,Tliis 
period expired in the beginning of 
the reign of Cyrus; and the liord is 
said, in the Bible, to have stirred up 


xliv. 28, 


f XXV. 11.—xxix. 10. 
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that printje to dp the things which he 
had appointed him to do. Daniel, who 
was in great favour with the king, is 
thought to have told him of these 
prophecies. However this was, God 
certainly mad^ known to Cyrus his will 
concerning' the granting of liberty to 
the Jews, and the rebuilding of Jeru¬ 
salem. And Gyrus, in obedience to 
his direction, gave the people leave to 
return to Judea, [a. c. 536.] He also 


furnished them jvith money tow'ard 
the building of the Temple,' and re¬ 
stored to Shcshbazzar, the prince of 
Judah, the golden vessels which Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar had taken from the house 
of the Lord. Shortly afterward the 
foundation of the Temple was laid, the 
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altar was set up, and* burnt offerings 
were made to the Lord. 

Cyrus lived many years, and* was 
greatly beloved. After his death 
Cambyses, his son, came to the 
throne. [a.c. 529.] 


LESSON XVIIL 

Cambyses was not scvgofid or so wise 
a king as his father: among other bad 
actions, he caused one of his brothers, 
named Smerdis, to bte killed? be<jau(se 
he heard that he wished to be himself 
made king in his stead. There was 

in the kingdom a man very much re- 

> 

senibling this brother, w'ho soon after¬ 
ward protended to be Smerdis, tuid 
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claimed the th**one. Cambyses now 
began to think of his wickedness, and 
he Was punished for it: for as he was 
mounting his horse to go to battle, his 
sword slipping out of its scabbard, 
stuck into his thigh, and gave him a 
mortal wound. , 

When Cambyses was dead, the pre¬ 
tended Smerdis, called ‘the Mage,’ 
r^jigned as king for a short period. 
But the imposture being detected, 
seven lords we»t to the palace, and 
put^an vind to kis life, liiese lords 
now thought that they had a right to 
govern the kingdom : but that seven 
kings at once would be too many. One 
of them, therefore, named Otanes, said 
“He did not desire to be a kingf’ 
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and went away. The rest agreed to 
meet early the next morning at a cer> 
tain place, on horseback; and •that 
he, whose horse neighed first, should 
mount the throne. They did so, and 
Darius’s horse neighing first, the others 
saluted him as kipg, [a.c.^21.] 


LESSON XIX. 

• • 

When Darius I. died, his son Xerxes 
(the Great) succeeded- [a.c. 485.] A. 
short timtfbefore his death, Darius bad 
resolved to conquer the people who in¬ 
habited Greece; and his army had been 
defeated at Marathon by Miltia^es. 
[a. c. 490.] After his father’s deith, 
Xerxes determined to go personally on 

p 
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the same expedition. He, therefore, 
levied a larger army than any king be¬ 
fore imd ever possessed, and equipped 
a greater number of ships, and thought 
to himself, “I will rule the world.” 
When he came to that part of the sea 
which divMes Asia from Greece, he 
caused ^wo rows of boats to be placed 
so close, that they made two bridges 
over "it larger enough for his army to 
pass over. He then commanded his 
forces to assemble, that he might view 
them alte/gether;oand seated himself in 
amagnificent pavilion built for the pur¬ 
pose, w^hence he could survey the whole 
armament. Instead of being happy at 
the sight, as he expected to be, God 
struck his heart with the thought that 
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‘ in a few years he and all the men 
he saw would be deadon which, he 
burst into tears; for men who tfiiok of 
nothing but this w^orld, however great 
and rich they may be, are always 

afraid to die. 

* 

LESSON XX. 

The following stories will show what 
a proud man Xerxes w^g^ and how his 
pride was humbled. 

There was in his road to Greece S. 
large mountain, caljed Atbos, [a. c. 
480,] which projected a great way 
into the sea. Xerxes was soproud, 
that he would not let his ships sail 
round this mountain, but caused his 
men to cut a passage through it. After 

F 2 I 
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this, he made t^em build a'bridge of 
boats, like those mentioned in the last 

r 

lesson, but it was soon washed away by 
a storm. Upon which Xerxes, in a vio¬ 
lent passion, declared that ‘the sea was 
his sea, and he w^ould be its master,’ 
ordered his servants fo give the saucy 
billows vthree hundred stripes with a 
M^hip, and calling/or fetters,and throw¬ 
ing them into it, threatened to chain it 
up if it would not be still. lie next set 
about repairing his shattered bridges, 
and passigig over, with his Urmy, ad¬ 
vanced towards the greatest cities in 
Greece, but he found people there who 
did not choose that he should rule 
.them; but resisted his armies and ships, 
and at last drove them away. Xerxes, 
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now extremely frightened, was in such 
a hurry to return to Persia, that he 
would not wait for his army, t)ut got 
into a little mean fishing-vessel: and 
making his escape, on his return home 
gave himself up to wickedness, and was 
at last killed by one of lys own ser- 
vants. [a.c. 464.] 


LESSON XXL 

After Xerxes was <^ad, bis youngest 
son, named Artaxerxes I,, (Longims- 
nus) became king of Persia. He fought 
a great many battles with difiereflt na¬ 
tions; but, at last, he conquer^ them 
all. Upon this account, he made feasts 
a great many days together, to whic|i all 
the people in his empire were invited. 
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Artaxerxes (who was also called 
Ahasuerus) had a queen named Vashti, 
of whose beauty he was extremely 
proud; hut she disobliging him, he 
made Esther, a young Jewess, queen in 
her stead. Esther had an uncle named 
Mordecai, p very good man. At this 

f 

time a man called Haman, who hated 
the whole nation of the Jews, contrived 
to irritate the king against them, so 
that he sent letters to every part of 
his dominions to have them all put to 

r 

death in Qne,,day, 

Th'is gave great grief to Mordecai 
and Esther,and they fasted and mourn¬ 
ed, as did likewise all the Jews. Then 
Mordecai advised Esther to ‘go to the 
king, and petition him to save her peo- 
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pie.’ As the king had been so severe 
to queen Yashti, Esther was at first 
afraid: however, she resolved to do it; 
and putting on all her royal apparel, 
stood before the king as be sat on his 
throne. Seeing her ready to faint with 
fear, he held out his golden sceptre to 
her, as a sign that he would grant her 
request. In consequence of this, Esther 
invited the king to ^ ^anquek and 

f 

Haman also; and, the next day, she 
invited them again. Haman was proiitl 
of being ^lus made J^he kingfs compa¬ 
nion : but he was firil of indignation 
against Mordecai,because he would not 
bow to him; and when he complamed 
to his wife of this contempt, she adi^ed 
him to ‘ have a high gallows built,|ind 
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to have Mordecai hanged thereon. But 

r 

that very night it was brouglit to the 
kiiig ’9 feiind, that Mordecai had once 
saved him from being murdered, and 
had never been rewarded for it. He 
therefore asked Ilanian, ‘What should 

f 

he done to>the man, whom the king 
should delight to honour ?* Hamaii, 
supposing that this man must be him¬ 
self, advised the king to have him 
* * 

‘ clothed in royal a])parel, with a crown 
u'jjon his head, and conducted through 
the streets of the city, ridings on horse- 
back, while one proclaimed before him, 
“ Thus t shall it be done to the man 
whom tlie king delighteth to honour!'” 
Upon this, the king commanded him to 
do so to Mordecai; which was a great 
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mortification to Ham^n. However, he 
went to the queen’s banquet the second 
day; when Esther, being asked by the 
king, ‘ what was her request ? ’ begged 
the lives of her people the Jews. The 
king immediately sent Jletters to pre¬ 
vent their being {uassacredt and hear¬ 
ing how wicked Haman was, Jje com¬ 
manded him to be hanged on the gal¬ 
lows, which he had prepared foi»Mor- 
decai. After this, Mordecai and Esther 
continued in high flavour. 

It was king Aliasyerus w'^o, at the 
request of Ezra the scribe, permitted as 
many of the Jews as chose to Irave his 
kingdom, and settle in their own land; 
and the good Nehemiah, a Jew, who 
was his cup-bearer, obtained leave from 
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him to go to Judea likewise, in order 
to comfort the people, who were 

I" 

dreadfully assailed by their enemies. 


LESSON XXII. 

t 

While the Persian empire was in all 
its glofy, the Grecian states were 
grpwing gradually powerful. 

The building of the temple at Jeru- 

I 

Salem met with manyinterruptions,but 
at length it was finished: the Jews did 
not again fall ii;to idolatry, and the 

* t 

Lord bestowed upon them his blessing. 

r 

After Artaxerxes and several of his 
successors were dead, Darius III. (Co- 
domannus) reigned. [a.c. 335.] In 
his time the Grecians determined to 
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make the Persians sjibmit to them, 
under the conduct of Alexander the 
Great. 

Darius was both brave and wise; but 
he was too proud of his riches. As 
soon as he heard AlexanjJer was coming 
against him, he cjid every thing in his 
power to defend his country; by t Alex¬ 
ander after many battles conquered 
him, [a.c. 331,] took .the queen and 
royal family of Persia prisoners, and 
obliged Darius himsqlf to fly with what 
w^as left of his army^ At lasi^after nu- 
merous misfortunes, Darius was seized 
by two of his own lords, who first bound 
him with golden chains, and afterward 
put him to death. Alexander then took 
possession of his kingdom. Thus^ the 
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Persian empire was raised up, and put 
down, as the Lord liad foretold by 
Daniel the prophet. 


LESSON XXIII. 

THE HlSTOyY OF THE GRECIAN STATES. 

t 

For a ^^number of years before the 
time of Alexander, the country called 
Greece was divided into several states, 

I 

or sets of people: each of which had 
laws and governors of its own, not 
nniting tcgether one people under 

* t 

one king. 

Ameng these states, Sparta and 
Athens were the most celebrated; the 
first, on account of its laws; the other, 
on account of its arts and sciences. 
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SPARTA. 

[a.c. 884.] Lycurgus, the lawgiver 
of Sparta, contrived many excellent 
laws. He knew the value of a good 
education; and as most of the Spartans 
spoiled their children by indulging 
them too much, ho enacted ^ that pa¬ 
rents should send tli^ir^ of&pring to 
the schoolsand, that they might not 
be dainty, he made them eat all toge¬ 
ther at public tables^ where /^ey were 
ashamed to be so. 

The little Spartans always ate wlat- 

ever was provided for them, even it 

* 

was only broth as black as soot for 
they ran about a great deal in the c|>en 

Ik 

G 
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air, and had hard exercises to perform, 
which gave them an appetite for any 
thing. 

At these tables, likewise, they were 
obliged to talk in the most sensible 
manner they could: if they did not 
know the •meaning ^of a thing, they 
might qsk those who were older and 
wiser than themselves; but they w'ere 
neveF allow’ed, to chatter nonsense. 

I 

And if they had been afraid to go 
in the dark, they would have been 
punishec\^? 

They v’cre, also, forbidden to tell 
tales. They were suffered to keep com¬ 
pany with men and women; but as soon 
as a young person came into a room, 
the oldest of the company pointed to 
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MF 

the door, and said, ‘‘ Nothing spoken 
here must go out there. 

Lycnrgus farther instructfec^ the' 
young to behave with great respect to 
the aged. Whenever they met an old 
man or woman, they always made way, 
rose up when they entered the room, 
and took their advice. By following 
these rules, the Spartan children were 
remarkably well behaved, and .^every 
body praised and loved them; and 
they grew up to be such brave men, 
that for {^number of year% no other 
nation could conquer them. 

But there was one very cnael law, 
made by Lycurgus, which was, th^ all 
weakly and deformed children shpuld 
be exposed to perish in a ceftain 

I 
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cavern near Mount Taygetus; and 
children, instead of being brought up 
to lo,ye' honesty, were permitted to 
steal from each other; and were even 
encouraged to fight like a herd of little 
tigers. Lycurgus also made many laws 

r 

for men, alltof M^hicli were intended to 

« 

render them warlike. When these laws 

f 

were complete, he told the people ‘ he 
must go to a place called Delphiand 
persttaded them to take an oath, that 
‘ they would observe all his laws till 
his return,’ He then went* away, in- 
tending never to go back to Sparta; 
and, soon afterward, he starved him¬ 
self to death. The people subsequently 
worshipped him as a god, and observed 
his laws for many years. 
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ATHENS. 

Athens was still more renowned for 
wisdom than Sparta. The*Athenians, 
indeed, were quite a different people 

9 

from the Spartans: the latter were 
j)lain and hardy; the former very fond 
of those who could* write ingeiRous 
books, speak well, paint fine pictures, 

and buildjnagnificent housgs. 

• • 

Athens, as well as Sparta, Ifad'a 
celebrated lawgiver: his naipe was 
Solon, a person greatly beloved by the 
whole city, on account of his wisdom 
and meekness of temper. 

G 3 
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[a.c. 594.] Solon having made a 

f 

number of good laws, the people pro¬ 
mised 'to keep them for a hundred 
yeara at least; upon which he re¬ 
solved to travel into different coun¬ 
tries, that he might improve himself 
in wisdom.. When he was gone, his 

t 

countrymen fell into confusion. Solon, 
« 

upon his return, endeavoured to set 
them ,right; but a man named Pisis- 
tratMs, by artful*tricks, made himself 

master of the Athenians, and pre- 

« 

vented Splon’s laws fron/.being ob- 
serve'd. Solon therefore, finding he 
could fender them no more service, 
threw down his sword, and said: “ I 
have done all the good in my power 
for my country and its laws; but as I 
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am of no farther use here, I take my 
leave of Athens.” He ended his days 
about two years afterward iil t)ie is-* 
land of Cyprus. 

Wlien Darius, king of Persia, was 


levying his army to proceed against 

■ 

Greece, the Athenians inspired their 


countrymen with courage to withstand 


him, and under the command of Mil 


tiades conquered his generals at 
thon; but they afterward ungratefully 

V 

suffered their brave general to perish 
in a prison ; and would not even per¬ 
mit his body to be buried, till his 
debts were paid. 

The history of the Athenians id;too 

long for this little book. We will only 

? 

add, that Athens produced a nuiiber 
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of the most illustrious 'warriors and 
philosophers: among the last was 
Socrateb, who was very ill treated by 
his countrymen, and at last put to 
death, [a c. 400.] 

liESSON XXV. 

THEBES. 

Thebes was another of the Grecian 

f ! f 

states. For a long time it made no 
figure in the world; for the people 
were too lazy to learn, and so ex- 

V 

tremely deceitful, that none of the 
other states wished to have any con¬ 
cerns with them. 

In the time of Xerxes, king of 
Persia, the Thebans joined themselves 
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to his army, [a.c. 480,] and endea¬ 
voured to persuade the Athenians to 
do the same. ButXerxes beingl)eaten, 
the Athenians were offended with the 


Thebans: in consequence of which the 
latter applied to the Spartans to pro¬ 
tect them, and Thebes becfime one of 
tlie first cities in Greece. The Thebans, 
however, were greatly humbled b y the. 
Spartans; and they wpuld have con- 
tinned in this subjection, had they not 
been roused by their two illustriods 

generals, Pelopidas ^nd Epaminondas, 

> 

who raised them to such a height of 
power, that they got the better of 
Sparta, and soon towered above all 
the neighbouring states. 

Many battles were fought between 
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the Thebans and those other states, 
in one of which Pelopidas was killed. 
[a.c.< ^64.] Epaminondas lived for 
some time afterward, but w'as at last 
mortally wounded in the battle of 
Mantinsea, fought with the Lacedae¬ 
monians. *[a.c. 363.] His soldiers 
carried )iim to his tent, with the dart 
sticking in him. The brave general 
inquired which side had gained the 
victory; and being told, ‘the Thebans,’ 
replied, ‘Then all is well!’ and draw¬ 
ing out .tlie dart, yielded 'np his life 
«■ 

with pleasure, as he lost it in defence 
of his country, and left it victorious. 
After his death, peace continued 
among the Grecians, with little inter- 
ruptiori, for several years. 



71 


LESSON XX VL 


THE MACEDONIANS. 

JVIacedon was for a long time a small 
state in Greece, not celebrated for any 
thing, excepting that its king, always 
governed according to the laws of th^ 
country, and that their children •were 
well educated. The young princes were 
brought up under the best masters in 
the love and knowledge of ev^rythin^ 
noble and gloriou*^; and their prin¬ 
cesses instructed in whatever’could 
make them amiable. But the neigh¬ 
bouring nations looked upon the Ma¬ 
cedonians as a contemptible people, 
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because they had not such great 
armies as many of themselves. 

Ai, 'length, after many kings had 
reigned over Macedon, one named 
Philip came to the throne, who deter¬ 
mined that he would endoa'’our to 

r 

render liisf kingdom as illustrious as 


others, [a.c. 360.] 

For this purpose he soon raised a 
larger army,, and sent them to fight 

t 

with different people, who lived near 

t 

Macedon; these they soon subdued. 
He then «contrived to make the other 

^ r * * 

states of Greece quarrel; and when 

< 

they were quite tired with fighting 
against each other, he induced them 
all to submit to him, which they were 
the more ready to do, because he gave 



THE MACEDONIANS, 


73 


them hopes that he jcould lead them 
on to conquer Persia. In order to 
effect this, they called a general as¬ 
sembly, at which the most powerful of 
every state attended ; and in this they 
declared Philip generalissimo of Greece 
(that is, chief commander oiHhe armies, 
which were to unite together, against 
Persia); but before he set out on^Jyjs, 
expedition, be was killed by Pausanias, 
one of his own subjects, [a.c. 336.] 


LESSON XXVII. 

Philip was succeeded by his sort Alex¬ 
ander, called in history ‘Alexander 
Great.’ On Philip’s death, the Grecos 
thought themselves at liberty, and re- 

H 
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solved that Macedon should no longer 
hold them in subjection; but Alex¬ 
ander quickly showed them that he 
was as politic as his father, and still 
bolder than lie. 

Alexander caused his father’s mur- 
« 

derers to be put to death ;.and then 
collecting his army, in an assembly of 
ilip Grecian, states he delivered a 
speed), which convinced them of his 
wisdom and valour; in consequence 

I 

tliey agreed to make liim, as his father 
had beqiT, genei;alissimo •of Greece. 
He then returned to Macedoiij and in 

t 

a short time afterward began his con¬ 
quests, and gained surprising victories; 

* 

obliging ail, who fought against him, 
to submit. . 
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LESSON XXVIII. 


As soon as Alexander had settled the 

Grecian states to his wishes, he crossed 

■ 

the Hellespont with his army, in order 
to subdue Persia. The Persians hear-* 
injy: of this, assembled their forces, and 
waited for him on the banks of % river 
called the Granicus. When the Gre- 
cians arrived on the opposite side, oile 
of the generals advised Alexander to 
let his soldiers rest a little; but he 
was so eager for conquest, Uiat he 
gave command instantly to march 
through the Granicus. His troc^; 

f 

having found a shallow place, obey^; 

u 2 
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the trumpets sounded, and loud shouts 
of joy were heard throughout the army. 

c 

As soon as the Persians saw them ad¬ 
vancing, they let fly showers of arrows 
at them; and when they were going 
to land, strove to push them back into 
the water}’ but in vain: Alexander 

f 

and his army landed ; and a dreadful 
J^tle was fought, in which he proved 

victorious, ^[a.c. 334.] He then, 

* 

advancing from city to city, obliged 

I 

them to own him for their lord instead 

of Dariij,». 

^ < 

Darius, being informed of Alex- 
ander’s progress, resolved to meet 
him with a great army. As soon as 
Alexander heard of his approach, he 
prepared to encounter him at Issus, 
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■where he obliged him to fly, leaving 

behind him his queen and family and 

• ^ 

immense treasure; all which Alex¬ 
ander seized. Some time afterward, 
Darius fought a third battle, at Arbela, 
in which he was again defeated, [a.c. 
331.1 Soon after this he was killed, 
as you have read; and thus ended the * 
Persian emi)ire. 


LESSON XXIX. 

THE,GRECIAN EMPIR^. 

Not contented with the conquest of 
Persia, Alexander resolved to subdue 
the Indian kings; and he obliged 
many of them to submit. One of 
them, named Porus, resisted him witli 

H 3 
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great courage,bi^t Alexander overcame 
him at last. [a.c. 327.] However, lie 
treated him with great respect, gave 
him his liberty, and restored to him 
his kingdom; and Porus proved a 
faithful friend to him ever afterward, 

4 

Between the battles which Alexan- 

f 

der fought with Darius, he subdued 
jigamy states and kingdoms, and among 
others Egypt and Babylon; and after 

I 

the death of Darius, he made still far- 
flier conquests, besides those of the 

Indian .princes, Jby whicW means the 

^ « 

Grecian ennpire was raised to a great 
height. 

When Alexander rested from fight¬ 
ing, he took up his residence at Baby¬ 
lon, and lived there in the utmost 
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splendour. But his ^lory was of sliort 
duration; for he had one very great 
fault, which was that of being fond of 
feasting and drinking. He wanted to 
make the world believe that he was a 
god, and could do whatever he chose. 
When he was at a banqiaet, he would 
try to drink more wine than any maw^ 
in company. 

At length, he engaged to eppty a 
cup, called Hercules’ cup, which held 

t 

six bottles of wine, and it is said •he 

» 

actually did so: but it proved the * 

% % 

cause of his death, the wine heating 

» 

his blood to such a degree,, that it 

brought on a violent fever, which Soon 

put an end to his life. [jet. 32. a.c. 

323.] j 

* 
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How shocking it is to think, that a 
man who had subdued so many na- 
l^ions,. should suffer himself to be 


conquered by intemperance! 

It is a certain truth, that intempe 
ranee kills more than the sword. 


The glory of the Grecian empire 
«ras terminated by the death of Alex¬ 
ander: for as he had no son fit to reign 
after l^im, and did not determine who 
should be his successor, the principal 

commanders of his army divided his 

« 

conquests 4 mong themselves, and after 
many* quarrels and battles, what was 
one empire under Alexander became 
four separate kingdoms: 

I. The Macedonian, under Anti¬ 
pater ; 
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II. The Asiatic, ynder Antigonm; 

III. The Syrian, under Seleucus; 
and 

IV. The Egyptian, under Ptolemy 
Lagus. 


LESSON XXX. 

During the continuance of theGrecian 

>!i-r 

empire, the Romans becauic celebrated 
for their successes. . They wished to 
obtain the ascendancy over all other 
nations: but it wa^ the will, of God, 

4 

according to the prophecy of Daniel, 
that the Grecian empire should fell 
before that of Rome rose. At the tiiJie 
of Alexander’s death, however, it was 
esteemed a great honour for any nation 
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to be ill friendship with the Romans; 
but as we shall give the history of this 
renowned people by itself, we will here 
only describe how they obtained autho¬ 
rity over the great kingdoms, into 
which the Grecian empire was divided 
among Alesander’s generals. 

liESSON XXXI. 

t 

I. THE MACfeDONIAN KINGDOM. 

Antipatee, one of Alexander’s gene¬ 
rals, uppn the death oi^ that king, 

* • 

governed Macedon. After Antipater 
succeeded seven other kings, the last 
of whom was named Perseus. 

This prince, in his father Philip’s 
lifetime, contrived to have his brother 
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Demetrius put to death, because he 
was jealous of him, as Cain had been 
of Abel. 

Demetrius, who had been sent by 
his father on some particular affairs to 
Rome, had, by his engaging behaviour, 
gained the friendship of tne Romans, 
who were in consequence greatly in¬ 
censed against Perseus for,Jiis un- 
natural cruelty. ■ • 

When Perseus came to the throne, 
lie quarrelled with the Romans, who 
sent an arinj against him; and after 
some time [a.c. 168] took him and 
liis family prisoners. ' 

jEmilius,the Roman gen oral, treated 
Perseus with great severity; confined 
him in a common gaol; and on the day 
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lie returned to !^.orae, made him with 
his two sons and his little daughter 

•• I 

walk* as prisoners, whilst he himself 
followed in a splendid chariot 
After this triumph, .®milius sent 
Perseus back to prison, where he was 
nearly starifhd to deitth. He was after¬ 
wards removed thence, and treated 
wit h nify e kindness: but at last he 

came* to a miserable end; and was 

« 

thus punished for his unnatural beha¬ 
viour to his brother Demetrius. 

4 

With Perseus .fell the^accdonian 

« 

kingdom, which from that time made 
a part of the grooving empire of 
Rome. 
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LESSON XXXIL 

n. THE ASIATIC KINGDOM. 

The Asiatic kingdoni, which upon 
the death of Alejfander fell to Anti- 
gonus, one of his generals, was in pro¬ 
cess of time divided into thrS^ smaller 
ones: 

1. Pergamus,— 

2. PoNTUS,-r- 

3. ARMENIAji 


1. THE KINGDOM OF PERGAMUS. 

The founder of the kingdom of I^r- 
gamus was named Phileterus, and its 

i 
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last king Attains III., there having 
been two of the same name before 
him. 

No sooner was Attains king, than 
he committed a number of cruelties, 
and put to death the wisest and best 
men in hi8 kingdom. After which, 
perceiving that every body feared and 
hated him, he shut himself up in his 
palace, let his hair and beard grow, 
put on mean apparel, and would keep 
nb company. At length he died, to 
the great joy of his people, and left 
by will to the Romans his whole pro¬ 
perty,* upon which they seized his 
kingdom; and from that time [a.c. 
133] Pergamus was added to the do¬ 
minions of Rome. 
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2. THE KINGDOM OF PONTUS. 

After the death of Alexander, Pontus 
fell to the share of Aiitigonus; but 
was recovered from him by Mithii'^ 
dates, who had murdered a fiprmer king 

of Pontus, and was about to seize his 

• • • 

kingdom at the time when Alexander 
arrived and conquered it. 

After Mithridates manyi)thcr kings' 

reigned over Pontus, the greatest num- 

■ 

ber of whom bore the same najiie. Of 
these Mithridates VII., surnamcd the 
Great, carried on a war with the 
Romans, [a.c. 139,] which lasted 

I 2 
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f 

forty-six years, ^called ‘the Mithri- 
datic war.’ 

But though this prince was a great 
warrior, he was a wicked man; for he 
confined his own mother in prison, till 
she died of hard usage. 

Those who are undutiful to their 

I 

parents generally have undutiful chil¬ 
dren theiv-sclves, and feel in their turn 

* 

the siyne kiqd of sorrow which they 

t 

have occasioned; and thus it proved 

f 

with Mithridates. He had a favourite 

I 

son, named Pharijaces, whom he had 
appointed to succeed him. The young 
prince,'being in a hurry to possess the 
throne, and finding that his father’s 
soldiers were discontented, persuaded 
them to make him king immediatelyt 
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Mitliridates endeavoured to prevail 
upon liis people to receive him again; 
but they refused, and his very guarcfs 
revolted from him. He then sent mes¬ 
sengers to his son, begging that 'he and 
his few remaining friends might pass 
in safety to some other countrybut 
none of those messengers were 
fered to return. 

Mithridates, seeing himself thug de- 
serted, mounted the Avail, and made a 
most moving speech to Pharuaces, de- 
scribing the distress to which he was* 
reduced by one whom he had favoured 
above all his other children. JFinding 
that Pliarnaces was not in the least af¬ 
fected, he burst into tears, and wished 
his son might live to know by experi- 

I 3 
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ence the agony which a father mast 
feel, ill having his tenderness requited 
with such monstrous ingratitude. 

Shortly afterward, Mithridates died; 
and Pharnaces submitting to Pompey, 
the Roman general, Pontus was added 
to the Roma-n empire, [a.c. 69.] 


LESSON XXXIV. 

1 

3. THE KINGDOM OF ARMENIA. 

t 

Armenia, io celebrated in*'history on 

I 

account of its containing Ararat, the 
mountain where Noah’s ark rested 
when the waters of the flood abated. 

This kingdom was part of the por¬ 
tion, which Antigonus gained to him- 
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self after tlie deatl^ of Alexander the 
Great: and it belonged to the Asiatic 
portion of that empire for many years 
after his reign. 

In the time of Antioclius the Great, 
(one of the successors of Antigonus,) 
two men, named Artaxijft and Zadri- 
ades, whom he had made governors^r 
Armenia, got themselves proclaimed 
kings, resolving to divide Armojui^ be¬ 
tween them. Succeeding in their at- 
tempt, they formed two kingdoms 
called Amlfenia tlig Greater, and Ar- 
menia the Less. Avtaxias governed 
the first, Zadriades the latter; and 
each reigned many years. 

At length the king of the forber, 
named Tigranes, conquered Armenia 
the Less, and many other places; 
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which made hini so proud, that he 
took upon himself the title of ‘ King 
of Kings.’ 

But his pride was humbled; for 
having given protection to Mithri- 
dates king of Ppntus, whose daughter 
he had marPied, the Romans desired 
to deliver that prince into their 
hands. Tins Tigranes refused to do, 
and a war begjin between him and the 
Romans, wdiich continued for many 
yehrs. At last, however, he was beaten, 

r _ 

and his soir joined,the Romans against 

r 

him, Tigranes, finding that he had no 
chance v>f saving his kingdom, resolved 
to submit to Pompey, the Roman ge¬ 
neral, and set out immediately for his 
camp. 

As soon as Pompey, w^ho went to 
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meet him, appeared,,Tigranes took off 

his diadem, and threw himself at his 

• • 

feet, desiring that ‘ he would dispose 
of him as he thought fit.’ Pompey, 
with great generosity, embraced him, 
replaced his diadem wi(h his own hand, 
and afterward restored *10 him his 
kingdom, on condition of his paying*^ 
large sum of money for having made 
war upon the Romans without *ca«se. 
[a.c. 65.] 

^ • 

Tigranes reigned^ some years after¬ 
ward, and followed by fhree other 
kings in succession, the last of whom 
was also named Tigranes. Thi^ prince 
was put to death by command of the 
Roman general, Tiberius. Armenia 
now became entirely subject to the 
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Roman empire, and an end was put to 
the Asiatic kingdom, [a.c. 65.] 


LESSON XXXV. 

III. THE SECOND SYRIAN KINGDOM. 

SELEUCUSjono of Alexander’s generals, 
foij^d^d the. second Syrian kingdom, 
by first seizing Babylon for himself, 
and afterward gaining other places 
by conquest. 

There were many kings in succes¬ 
sion after Seleucus; among the rest, 
one called Antiochus Epiphanes, who 
was a cruel*persecutor of the Jews. It 
was this king, who caused seven bre- 
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thrcn and their mother to be put to 
death, as we read in the Apocrypha, 
because they would not break tlie com¬ 
mand of God. He committed a num¬ 
ber of barbarities besides: he even set 
up an idol in the temple at Jerusalem, 
to be worshipped^instead df God; and 
had resolved to cut off the whole JetT- 
ish nation, because they refused to turn 
idolaters. To prevent hi? putting 4his 
wicked design into execution, God 

f 

gave to Judas Maccabeus, [a.c. 163,] 

the general "Of the Jewish ftrvny, such 

» 

courage and success, that with a small 
body of soldiers, he drove the large 
armies of Antiochus before him. 

When Antiochus heardlif their de¬ 
feat, he was exceedingly enraged, s^id 
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declared that he ^ould destroy all the 
Jews; but as he was proceeding in 
great haste to Judsea for this purpose, 
he fell out of his chariot, and soon 
afterward died in great agonies *. 

After the death of Antiochus Epi- 
phanes and \nany successors, Tigranes, 
' king of Armenia, subdued the king- 
’ dom of Syria, and added it to his 
owFt kingdom. Tigranes being subse- 
quently conquered by Pompey, Syria 
befeame a part of the Roman empire. 
[a.c. 65./] *■ 

4 


* 2 Maccab. kc. 



97 


LESSON XXXVL 


IV. THE SECOND EGYPTIAN KINGDOM. 

After the death of Alexander the 
Great, Ptolemy ^Lagus, t)ne of his 
generals, founded a new kingdom Hi 
Egypt. This king was succeeded by 
many others of the same.name, jcaHed 
in history the ‘Ptolemies.’ At length, 
when Egypt had become a* great n*a- 
tion, it waJ governed by* a queen 
named Cleopatra, an artful wicked 
woman, who poisoned her own brother, 
her partner in the throne. She was 
afterwards taken prisoner by the 
Romans, when they conquered Egypt. 

K 
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Upon this occasion, having shut her¬ 
self up for some time, and finding there 

V ( 

was no chance of escaping, she drew a 
dagger, and was going to stab herself; 
but Proculeius, the commander who 
took her captive, wrested it from her 
hand, and prevailed upon her to sub- 
fliit to the conqueror. 

She had previously, by her artifices, 
ocmsiQned tlie death of a celebrated 

I 

Roman general, named Mark Antony. 

I 

It was the custom with the Romans, 

I 

after every memoiTible victory, to allow 
the general who commanded in it a 
triumph; that is to say, a magnificent 
procession, in which the treasures and 
prisoners he had taken were exhibited 
to the people, while he himself rode in 
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a splendid chariot, wearing on his h^d 
a crown of laurel. 


Cleopatra knew that Octavius, thS 
principal commander of the Roman 
armies, would rejoice to have her walk 
in chains at his triumph: hut she could 
not bear the thought of this disgrace, 
and resolved to die rather than subreit 


to it. She therefore dressed herself in 


her royal robes, and lying down ujpon 
her bed, desired her woman to give 
her a basket of figs, which one of her 
faithful servants had convayed to her.* 
Among these figs was concealed a*little 

a 

venomous serpent, called an a^ip. This 
Cleopatra applied to her arm: she died 
of its venomous bite: and with her 


K 2 
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t 

ended the Egyptian kingdom. Thence¬ 
forward, Egypt made a part of the 
‘Romari Empire, which was firmly 
established and governed by Octavius, 
under the title of Augustus C.®sae. 
[a.c. 30.] 



ANTIENT HISTORY. 


LESSON j. 

t 

THE MOABITES. 

■ 

After the'destruction of ^5qdom, Lof 
had two sons, one of whom was named 
Moab, the other Ammon. The people 
who descended from Moab were called 
Moabites; and their country, the Land 
of Moab. 

K 3 
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r’ 

first the Moabites worshipped the 
Lord God, but in process of time they 
hecame'^idolaters. The Israelites, how¬ 
ever, were not permitted to cut them 
oiF, out of regard to Lot, who, as long 
as he lived, had worshipped and obeyed 

f 

the Lord. « 

( 

•-One of the kings of Moab was 
named Bolak. This prince offered 
great gifts to Balaam, a prophet and 
a Tery covetous man, on condition 
th?t he would in the name of God 

I 

'pronounce, curses on Israel. And 
though the Lord at first forbade his 
compliance, he afterwards sent him 
to speak the words that he should put 
in his mouth. When Balaam arrived 
at Moab, he advised Balak to build 
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seven altars, and offe^ on every altar a 
bullock and a ram, in hopes of pre¬ 
vailing upon God to permit him to 
curse some part of Israel. This he did 
twice; but Balaam was compelled each 
time to pronounce bigssings on the 
Israelites, and to foretel*that ‘thej 
would become a great people, and thSt 
from them should spring the Saviour 
of the world.’ Balak \yas so .much 
enraged, that he drove Balaam away 
from his kingdom. Many years after¬ 
ward, the Mbabites,were mnong the 
oppressors of the Israelites, and Eglon 
their king was slain by Ehud,»one of 
the Judges of Israel. 

When David came to the throne, 
the Moabites joined with other idola- 
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V » 

trous nations in,a confederacy against 
him: but they were defeated, and from 
that tiine continued for a number of 
years subject to the kings of Israel. 
At length, however, they revolted, and 
were very troublesome enemies to both 
Israel and'Judah, as we read in the 

I 

Bible. They finally lost their antient 
name of'Moabites, and were mixed 
among the Ai'S'hian nations. 


' LESSON ri. 

THE AMMONITES. 

The Ammonites descended from 
Ammon, the other son of Lot. The 
Israelites were forbidden to marry 



THE AMMONITES. 


105 


either among the Ammonites or l^e 
Moabites, because these people would 
not come out to help them*in th^ 
wilderness, and because their kings 
joined together to hire Balaam to 
curse Israel. 


Though Lot certainly ta«ght his son 
Ammon, as well as Moab, to worsliip 
God, the Ammonites became at last 
idolatrous, and among other objects 
worshipped an idol called Mdoch, to 
which they cruelly sacrificed children. 

t 

This image 4iad the head* of an ox, ‘ 
and arms like a man, upon which, 
when red hot, the children were burnt 
alive. How thankful ought children 
to be, who are received at their birth 
into the favour of the living God,.and 
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alter being regarded by Him as his own 
children as long as they live, if they 
' continue good, will as such receive an 
inheritance in the kingdom of heareu 
after death! 

TheAmnionites,as theBible informs 

I 

US, had mauv wars with the Israelites; 

' f 

but their nation no longer continues, 
having been long ago mixed with the 
Ajtibians. 


LESSON HI. 

i 

THE MIDIAN5TES. 

The Midianites are supposed to have 
been descended from Midian, one of 
Abraham’s sons, born to him after the 
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death of Sarah, by his second wilFe 
Keturah. They became in time a very 
numerous people, and were ^chiefly* 
shepherds or merchants, being very 
rich in cattle, gold, and jewels. 

At first, they w^orshipped God: but 
in time they became id<Jlaters, like 
the Moabites and the Ammonites. • 


The Midianites were soitie of the 
people who purchased Joseph^ from 
his brethren. 

In the days of Moses, they took 
great pains to dr^w the • Israelites 
aside from the worship of God, for 
which they were punished with a 
great slaughter, and the wicked pro¬ 
phet Balaam was slain among them. 

ManyyearsafterwardjtheMidianites, 
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under their two,kings, Zeba and Zal- 
munna,cruelly oppressed the Israelites, 
'by destroying the fruits of the earth, 
and stealing away their cattle. At 
length, however, God took compassion 
on the Israelites, and commanded Gi¬ 
deon to ‘go*liind light against those two 
wicked kings;’ but desired him to take 
with him bnly three hundred men un¬ 
armed,, each paving a ram’s horn in one 

f 

hand, and a light concealed in a pitcher 

inf the other. This little troop arrived 

at the ramj) of the Midianites about 
* 

midnight, and all at once blew their 
rams’-horn trumpets. The Midianites 
started at the sound, and seeing nu¬ 
merous lights, supposed there was a 
vast army coming against them; and 
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running about in great confusion/j^g 
the lamps were not near enough to 

% 9 

give them light, put one another to 
deatli. Soon afterward, Zeba and 
Zalmuniia were taken prisoners and 
killed. By these victories the Israel¬ 
ites were delivered from’•their fears, 
and gained immense riches, to make 
them amends for their fornrer losses. 

The Midianites became again c<»le- 
brated many years afterward, but were 
subsequently mixed with the Arabians. 


L 



110 


LESSON IV. 


THE EDOMITES. 

* 

Esau, one'-of the sons of Isaac and 

t 

Itebekali, was also called Edom, and 
from him^tlic Edomites descended. It 
has already been related, in what nian- 

» • f 

nor Esau gave up his birth-right, and 

I 

forfeited tlie land of Canaan; and how 

t 

his fath( 5 T foretold, that ‘Ood M ould do 
great things for him.’ And thus it 
proved: for while Jacob M as suffering 
many hardships as a punishment for 
having deceived his father, Esau be¬ 
came rich and powerful; and alarmed 
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Jacob on bis return tp his native couur 
try, lest he should come with an army, 
and destroy him and his family, Jacob, 
therefore, sent some of his servants for¬ 
ward, with presents to appease him. 
At length Esau met hpn, and brought 
four hundred men with him, in order 
to honour and assist his brother. WhSn 
Jacob beheld this great, cohipany, he 
was much alarmed; but tp his sijirpiiise 
and joy, Esau fell upon his neck, and 
weeping over him with the utmost ten¬ 
derness, a perfect reconciliation took 
place; after vvhich the two brothers 
continued in peace and harmony, 
though in different countries; Esau 
in Mount Seir or Edom, and Jacob 
at Mamre. 
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The land of Kdom was afterward 
divided among twelve dukes, who 

c f 

^vere the children and grand-children 
of Esau. 

In the days of Da^dd, the Edomites 

were brought into subjection to the 

Israelites, and contipued so for many 

years; but a long while afterward 

they recovered their freedom, and 

again became a g^reat nation. At last, 

however, they quarrelled among them- 
* * 

sefves, and some of them left Edom and 
settled in .Vudaea, after tile Jews were 

i 

carried captives to Babylon; while 
others' joined with the children of 
Nehaioth, and were from that time 
called Nabathseans. 

Those who settled in Juda;a were 
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continually engaged in wars; and when 
the Jews were restore<l to their own 
land, were under the necessity of 
turning Jews, or quitting the country. 
Thus did God bring the Edomites to 
destruction, and root out their name; 
because they practised idolatry, and 
fought against those who had de¬ 
scended from Isaac as well as them¬ 
selves. 


LESSON V. 

1 * >t 

THE AMALEKITES. 

Esau had a grandson named Ajnalek, 
one of the dukes of Edom, from whom 
the Amalekites are supposed to have 
descended. They were a haughty peo- 

L 3 
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pie, and seemed tp have exalted them¬ 
selves against God; for though they 

f r 

must have heard of the Egyptians 
being drowned in the Red Sea, and 
of the miracles wrought in the land 
of Egypt, they came out to fight 
against the^ people ^ \vhom God had 
pfotected, and attacked them in a 
cruel manlier: but the Israelites over¬ 
came ^them,, under the guidance of 
Joshua, who was commanded to write 
iwa book that ‘their names should be 

f 

put outjrom um^er heaven.’ In the 

t 

days of Saul the greatest part of the 
nation* was, by the command of God, 
cut off by the Israelites for their wick¬ 
edness. David, also, obtained a great 
victory over them; and in the reign 
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of Hezekiali, king of, Judah, they were 
all destroyed or dispersed by the Sime- 
onites, who possessed themselves of 
their country. 


LESION VI. 

THE CANAANITES. 

ft 

Canaan, the son of Ham, the son of 

• * 

Noah, had eleven sons: Sidon, Heth, 
Jebusi, Amori, Gergashi, Hivi, Ai*ki, 
Sini, Arvadk Zemjiri,.and flamathi.* 
These were the heads of the following 
tribes or nations: the Sidmians, the 
Hittites, the Jebiisites, the Ammites, 
the Gergashites, the Hivites, the.4rA- 
ites, the Sinites, the Arvadites, the 



IIG THE CANAANITES. 

Zcmariies, and the HamatJiites. Five 
of these are known to have dwelt in 
the land of Canaan, viz. the llittites, 

m 

the Jebusitcs, the Amorites, the Ger- 
gashites, and the Ilivites; and thej^, 
with the Perizzites and the Canaan- 
ites, make t.p the seven nations of 
the Canaanites. 

* All these nations became, in time, 
idolaters; upon which account they 
were doomed by God to destruction, 

r 

and their land was promised to Abra¬ 
ham, Isaac,'’and Jaijob, asT' an inherit- 

I 

ance for their descendants, when God 

I 

should send them to cut off the wicked 
possessors. 

In the Bible there is a full account 
of the transactions which Abraham 
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and Jacob bad with the Canaanites, 

and the battles which the Israelites 

fought with them at different times. 

The first conn tries of which the Israel- 

■ 

ites took possession, were those of 
Og king of Bashan, and Sihon king 
of the Amorites.^ They look Jericho 
next, and afterward by degrees con¬ 
quered all the Canaanites,* who were 
most of them destroyed„and tjie rest 
in the reign of Solomon reduced to a 
state of slavery. 
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THE PHILISTINES. 

The Philistines originally descended 
from Mizraiiti, the son of Ham. They 
we/e a warlike people, and in the 
davs of Abraham and Isaac seem to 
have been religious and hospitable; 
but at length they became idolaters, 
and bitter enemies to the Israelites, 
and there-were many >\ars between 
tliem. 

A little before the birth of Samson, 
the Philistines greatly oppressed the 
Israelites, and God bestowed upon 
him uncommon strength, on purpose 
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tlifit he might punish them as tney 
deserved. 

After his death, the Israelites tooic 
courage to fight against the Philis- 
tines: and thinking to insure their 
victory brought the Ark of God, in 
which the Tables of tlie Law (or the 
Ten Commandments) weie kept, ifito 
tlie camp. This tliey shouM not have 
done; and therefore God permiHed 
the Philistines to kill a great many 

fl 

of them, as well as Hoplini and Phi- 

ncas, the tv>^ priests wTito ,bore it, ‘ 

{ 

and to carry off the ark itself. The 

» 

Israelites were in great consternation 
at this misfortune, and the Philistines, 
exulting as if they had taken God 
prisoner, set the Ark in triumph be- 
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foi^e their idol Dagon*: but what was 
their surprise, wdien they entered the 
temple in the morning, and saw the 
image fallen upon its face before it! 
They set it up again: and the next 
day, it was not only fallen, but broken 
into pieces!' After this they directed 
the Ark to be carried to their differ¬ 
ent provinces, and, wherever it wTiit, 
the people w'ere afflicted with dis¬ 
ease. At length, they found that it 
was in vain for them to strive against 
God; SQ they sent it hac:k to the land 

r 

of Israel. Thus did God maintain liis 
honour, and display his power among 
the Philistines! 

It was this nation which sent the 

* See Scripture History. 
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giant Goliath to dofy Israel. David, 
when king, fought many battles 
against the Philistines, and greatly 
weakened their power; and they had 
frequent contests with other kings of 
Israel and Judah. .At length they 
were subdued by the Assyrians, and 
were in turn tributary to all the four 
great monarchies, and their name and 
nation is now rooted oujt. 

LgSSON \lll 
*■ 

TYRE AND SIDON. 

Some account has already been given 
of Tyre and Sidon.—In the days of 
Darius Ochus, king of Persia, the Sido- 
nians W'ere kept by him in cruel sub- 

M 
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/ ' 


jection; and were-at last betrayed into 
bis bauds by Tennes, tlieir own king. 
When they found they bad no M’ay to 
escape, they shut tbemselvos up, with 
tlieir Avives and children, in their 


houses; and setting fire to them were 
burned to death, to tli,e number of forty 
thousand.—All their most valuable 
things were destroyed with them: which 
so enrpged Darius, that he caused 


Tennes to be put to death, and after¬ 
ward found a great quantity of gold 
and silveV in the aohes, * Some of the 


Sidonians^ who were at. sea, returned 


and rebuilt the city; but, bearing a 
mortal hatred to the Persians, they 
afterward submitted very readily to 
Alexander the Great. 
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At length Tyre/^ was besieged by 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Bab vion. who. 
after a siege of thirteen years, totally 
destroyed it, but found nothing in it 
to reward his pains; for the Tyrians 
had conveyed their treasure to anisland 
about lialf a n^le distant from the 

shore. There they built a new city, 

• ^ 

which afterwards submitted to Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar. 

When Alexander the Great was en¬ 
deavouring to conquer the world* he 
came to Tyre, but was refns^Sd admit¬ 
tance. This ^0 enraged him, that he 
besieged the city, which held out* against 
liim a long time; but was at length 
taken and burned to the ground ; all 
the inhabitants, excepting such as the 

m2 
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Sidonians had conTeycd away in their 
ships, we^e either cruelly put to death, 
or sold as slaves. 

I 

These judgments, as the Scriptures 
inform us, were suffered to fall upon 

Tyre and Sidon,' because the people 

1 

forsook God, and grew proud of the 

t 

glory of their kingdoms. 


LESSON IX. 

r 

U THE PHRYGIANS. 

The Phrygians styled themselves the 
most antient people in the world; hut 
they are supposed to have descended 
from Togarmah, one of the sons of Go- 
mer, who was the son of Japheth, the 
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son of Noah. Tlieji were notorious for 
the number of their idols. Anions the 
kings of Phrygia was Gordius, who was 
raised from the plough to Jhc throne, 

im 

Happening to go one day in his cart to 
the temple of Jupiteryone of their idols, 
he was chosen kipg by the chief people 

of the city, and his cart w^as adored by 

« 

the foolish people as a goddess. To the 
beam of this cart he fasterked a l\jiot*tied 
in such a manner, that no-one could 
undo it: and it was/leclared, that 
ever could untie it, should bd the^ mo¬ 
narch of the A^;orld.’ When Alexander 
the Great was pursuing his victories, he 
came to Phrygia, and mode many vain 
atteni])ts to disentangle this famous 
knot. At length his patience, of which 

M 3 
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he had but a small share, failing, he 
drew his sword, and cut it asunder. 

After Gordius, many other kings 
reigned oyer Phrygia; but at last it 
became a province to the kingdom of 
Lydia, under Croesus, and continued in 

t ' 

.that state till Lydia,was reduced by 

t 

Cyrus. 


LESSON X. 

PHRYGIA MINOR. 

t 

* i 

TiiiSi co'untry was antl'ently styled 
Troas; in it was the celebrated city 
of Troy. The inhabitants of Phrygia 
Minor were called Trojans; it is very 
uncertain from whom they originally 
descended ; but some think from 
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Ashkenaz, Gomer’e eldest son. The 
city of Troy was founded by Tros, 
one of the kings who reigned in 
Phrygia. After him, several other mo- 
narchs succeeded to the throne; the 

last of these was Priamus. This power- 

« 

ful prince is said to have had, in all^ 

fifty children; one of whom, named 

% 

Paris, being sent on an embassy to 
Menelaiis, king of Sparta, persuaded 
bis queen Helen to go 'aw|iy with 
liim; which so eni;aged Menelaiis, that 
he engaged all the other Grebianjdngs 
to join with, him in besieging Troy. 
After holding out against them ten 
years, during w^hich a great number of 
princes and other valiant men were 
killed on both sides, the city was at last 
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f 

laid in ashes, and sttch of tlie inhabit¬ 
ants as could not save themselves by 

f ' 

flight, were put to the sword, or carried 
into captivity. The Greeks divided 
the booty; but on their return to 
their respective homes, they met with 

t ' 

/I variety of auventyres, and were 

( 

driven on far distant coasts. 

♦ I 

Such of the Trojans as escaped, 
seeinjj tjieir oountry utterly ruined, 
made the best of their ill fortune, and 
settled in different places. It is sup- 

f ^ I 

poseclthat the neighbouring Phrygians 
and Lydians took possession of the 
country,' after the city of Troy was 
destroyed. 
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THE CARTHAGINIANS. 

The Carthaginians are supposed to have 
been originally Canaanites, who fled^ 
from Josliua: but the kingdom of Car¬ 
thage is said to have been found eel by 
Elisa, or Dido, sister to Pygmalion, a 
king of Tyre. Thte princess was mar-^ 
ried to Sychmus, the uncle of Pygma¬ 
lion, who, knowing the avarice of his 
nephew, buried his immense riches in 
the earth. Pygmalion, not suspecting 
this circumstance, killed his uncle in 
hope of possessing his treasures ; bufe 
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Dido, suspecting life design, resolved to 
make her escape, and carry tliese riches 
away with her. Under the pretence 
that she was going to settle in another 
part of her brother’s dominions, she 
desired him to furnish her with vessels 

I 

-to convey Iierself, hev- effects, and her 

I 

attendants thitlier: to this he readily 
consented, thinkingto obtain the object 
of his wfehes./ But Pido disappointed 
his hopes, for being thus sujiplied with 

I 

men and shi])s, she sailed away, with all 
her ,trea^lire, to the coast of Africa, 
where she built the city, of Carthage. 
From this small beginning arose a very 
poM^erful kingdom, which, after severe 
contests with various nations, was at 
length subdued by the Romans. 
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THE NUMIDIANS. 

• * 

The original inhabitants of Numidia, 
are supposed to have descended from 
Phut, the brother of Misraim; but^ 
some of the Phoouicig-iis aftertv^ard 
settled in this country. 

The Numidians assisted the Car£l}a- 
giniaiis in their wars with tlie^Roryans; 
but having be^en ill-trcated by the for¬ 
mer, in respect to the payment’of their 
^troops, they entered into a war with 

f 

them, which lasted for three years: 
the < Carthaginians at length got the 
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I 

better, and treated the Nuniidians 
with great crufdty. 

Among the most renowned kings of 

Numidia, was Masinissa, a brave and 

* 

amiable monarch. After enduring a 
variety of troubtes, he formed an alli¬ 
ance with tile Romans, and assisted 

t 

I 

them against the Carthaginians. 

, I 

Asdrubal, the Carthaginian general, 
had' a ^augli/.er named Sojihonishn, a 
most accoiii]dislied lady, whom he had 
promised to Masinissa for a wife, in 

t 

order toWgage him in'his interest: 
but he afterward gave her to Syphax, 
who wks king in another part of Nu¬ 
midia, and Masinissa’s enemv. As- 
drubal and Syphax were defeated, and 
Syphax taken prisoner by Masinissa, 
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who entered his capital in triumph, 

» 

and hastened to the palace with a 
determination to punish Sojihonisba 
for having married his rival: but she 
overcame his resentment by her en¬ 
gaging behaviour; and he took her 
to Avife himself, in hopes by this means 
to prevent her being delivered up^ to 
the Homans, 

As soon as Scipio, the Roman,ge- 

* _ # 

iieral, heard of this marriage, he was 
a])prehensive that Sophonisba*Avovild 

I 

draw Masinism to the intdres^t of Car-* 

tliage, as she had previously done 

» 

Syphax; he, therefore, requij^ed her 
neAv husband to deliver her up. Masi- 
nissa was greatly afflicted on this occa¬ 
sion; but being convinced that he 
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had acted wrong in marrying her, he 
carried her the unwelcome news, and 
Soon afferw^ard sent her a cup of poison, 
which she chose to drink, rather than 
to grace ' the triumph of the Roman 
general. It was the practice among 
heathens for pedpie to put an end to 

t 

their own lives, when they met with 

great disappointments; but Christians 

knpw, that it is much nobler to bear 
« *■ 

adversity with patience, and trust to 
Ggd to. deliver them, or give them 
the rewjirei lie has premised to the 
patient in a future state. 

I 

In process of time, Numidia be¬ 
came a part of the Roman empire. 
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THE LYDIANS. 

The Lydians were a very antient na¬ 
tion, but their origin is uncertain. 
They first introduced the* coining of^ 
gold and silver, the selling by retail, 
the keeping of eating-houses* and ta¬ 
verns, and the exhibition of* public 
sports and sh®ws. 

It happened once, that there was a 
great scarcity of provisions ir^ Lydia, 
for several years: Avhen the people, 
instead of fetching grain from foreign 
countries, contrived all kinds of diver- 

N 2 
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sions to amuse their minds; and made 
it a rule to play one day, and eat the 
nOxt. This method, instead of remov¬ 
ing, increased the evil: upon which 
the king divided the people into two 
parts, and made them draw lots, to 
determine which* should remain at 

4 

home, and which should go to seek a 

I 

‘new place df abode, since their native 
country could not maintain them all. 
He appointed his own son Tyrrhenus 
to command those whose fate it was 
CO remove; \tdiile he himyelf remained 
to rcim over those whose fortune it 

o 

was to stay. Tyrrhenus and his party, 
after many adventures, settled in that 
part of Italy now called Tuscany, and 
were Cfdled ‘ Tyrrhenians.’ 
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The last of the Lydian king's yas 
Croesus, renowned for his great wealth, 
who was conquered by CyruK; aftgr 
Avhich Lydia became a part of the 
Persian empire. 


LESSON XIV. 

THE MYSIANS. 

The Mysians are said *to have been 
descended from the Lydians.* They 
were once a bi’^^ve* people, but in timQ 
they lost their valour and were l(5t)ked 
upon as the most contemptible nation 
upon earth. They were so ready to 
shed tears, that they used to be hired 
by the Greeks to cry at funerals. 

N 3 
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Children who give way to tears, are 
liable to become as despicable as these 
]\f,ysians, they should therefore endea- 
.,vour to restrain them on trifling occa¬ 
sions, lest they lose their fortitude, arid 
expose themselves to the ridicule of 
the sensible pmt of the w'orld. 

la Mysia was the city of Pergamus. 
,,'phis afterward became the metropolis 
of a separate kingdom^ under Phi- 
leterus, who had in his youth been a 
menial servant to Antigonus, one of 

Alexander’s ,generais. 

} 

* See Numb. II. of Roman Monarchy— 
Antient Hjstory, Part I. p. 88, 
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THE LYCIANS. 

The Lycians are supposed to have de¬ 
scended from the L!retans; they vwre 
subdued by Croesus; andy after the, 
downfal of the Lydian kingdom, by 
Cyrus. Tliey struggled hard for liber¬ 
ty, however; and, instead of tamely 
submitting to be governed'Jby the Per- • 
sians, in the time of Xerxes, oppSked 
one of his great armies vrith a very 
small one; when, being overpowered 
by numbers, they nobly resolved to die 
together in the field of battle, and were 
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killed to a man. Lycia was declared 
a free country by the Romans, and 
continued so for many years: till 
Claudius Caesar, one of the Roman 
emperors,'reduced it to a province." 


LESSON XVI. 

' ‘the CILICIANS. 

CiKciA is said to have been at first 
peopled by Tarshish, the son of Javan 

c 

and his descendants, who were driven 

‘out by a cdlony of Phoenicians, under 

( 

the conduct of a leader named Cilix. 
From him it was called Cilicia. It was 
made a Roman province by Pompey. 
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CAPPADOCIA. 

This country is supposed io have been 
peopled by Togarfiiah, the last sooiof 
Gomer and his descendants. Tbe first^ 
king of Cappadocia, of whom we read 
*]ii history, was Pharnaces, married to 
Atossa, the daughter of Cyrus, king 
of Persia. After *many •j*evolutions,, 
Cappadocia became a Roman provtTice. 
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* THE THRACIANS. 

Thyras, the son of Japheth, as it is 

supposed, first peopled Thrace. The 

% 

antlent Thracians M’ere deemed a war¬ 
like, but ill'^natured people: they were 

idolaters, and did not know that there 
, ' 

is one Almighty God, nlio takes care 
of ;all hi? creatures; therefore, as soon 
asa chil^ was boru, instead of rejoicing 
at its birth as Christiaus do, they wept 

I 

over it, on account of the miseries 
which it was doomed to endure. The 
Thracians thought this life a misfor¬ 
tune i but Christians esteem it an in- 
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valuable blessing; because, if It* is 
not their own fault, it will prove the 
passage to another life of endfbss ha|»- 
piness. 

’Thrace, in process of time, became 
a Roman province. 


LESSON XIX. 

THE EPIROl’^. 

The first inhabitants of Epirus are sup- 

t 

posed to liavo*beea Javai^, t^e son of 
Japheth and his descendants. Pyrrhus 
one of its numerous kings, was very 
illustrious; but his history is too long 
to insert in this little book. After th^ 
death of Queen Deidamia, daughter of 
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I 

Prrfhus, who was murdered because 

W * 

4 

her subjects disdained to be governed 
by a wdman, Epirus became a republic, 
and at last sunk into a Roman pro¬ 
vince. 


LESSON XX. 

THE BITHYNIANS. 

Bithynia was once a celebrated coun- 

\ 

try, and had many fine cities. It was 
au);ienily divided into many parts, each 
of which wais governed by a chief of its 
own; by degrees they were all brought 

I 

into su,bjectioii to the most powerful. 

■ 

But at last they were conquered by 
Croesus, king of Lydia; and afterward 
fell under the Persians, till the reign of 
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Alexander the Great; but they refjo- 
vered some degree of independence in 
succeeding ages. The last Icing (tf 
Bithynia, named Nicomedes IV., dying 
without issue, left his kingdom by will 
to the Romans, who reduced it into 
tlie form of a province. 

LESSON XXL 

IBERIA. 

This country is said to have been first 

])eopled by Tubal, the brother ^ of 

« 

Gomer and Magog. l^e .Iberians* 
were a very brave and w^arlike nation, 

t 

and withstood the attacks of theMedes, 
Persians, and Macedonians, who strote 
to subdue them. They afterward^ 
maintained a pow'erfnl contest with 


0 
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the> Komans, who obtained a great 
victory over them, but at length 
g/^nteG*them an honourable peace. 

LESSON XXII. 

THE ALBANUNS. 

I 

The Albanians are supposed to have 
deseended from the Thessalians. The 
(first king of this country who is men- 
tionpd in history, is said to have pre< 
sented a dog to Alexander the Great. 

Another, named Oroeses, was de- 
•feated in battle by .Pompey, the 
Rornan general, who subsequently 

_ f 

granted Jiim peace. The Albanians 
continued under their own princes 
for a long series of years; but were 
at length subdued by the Romans. 
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THE BOSPHORIANS. 

Bosphorus was a very antient kin|;^- 

dom but no certain account can be 

* . • . * 

given of its first inhabitants. In the 

time of Pharnaces, one of their 

monarchs, they were *80 suddenly 

• 

attacked -by the Romans, under‘the 
command of Julius Caesar, tliat they 

had no time to prepare for a defence: 

• • 

the Romans in consequence gained so 
speedy a victory, that in giving an 

c 

account of his success \o ,a friend; 
Caesar wrote only, ‘I came, I saw, 
I conquered!’ which words, transcribed 
in capital letters, he caused to be 
carried before him at his triumph. 

* See Roman History, p. 14. 

0 2 
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THE CYRENAICANS *. 

Battus, the Tlierean, with some of 
liis countrymen, is said to have built 
Cyrene. This prince had an impedi¬ 
ment in his speech, of Avhich he was 
cured in a very remarkable manner. 
As he was one day wandering alone 
in a desert place, he was surprised by 
a lion, which unexpectedly rushing 
upon him, struck him with such terror, 
that he cried out ia a very extraordi¬ 
nary .manner, and frightened the lion 
so that it ran away. From this time 
Battus could talk without hesitation. 

After several changes in the govern- 


* In Africa, 
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ment of Cyreiie, it at length becatne 
a Roman province: it afterward fell 
to the Arabs, and then to the Turk*, 

wdio still possess it. 

LESSON XXV. 

THE CELTS. 

I 

The Celts, descended originally from 
Gomer, the eldest son of Japh^th, gra-# 
dually spread themselves from Phrjigia, 

* m 

their first settlement, through many 
parts of Europe; and formedtat lagt a 
considerable ilionarchy, consisting of* 
several kingdoms. They were a very 
superstitious people; and though they 
worshipped the Lord God, paid divine 
honours to idols also. Instead of tem^ 
pies they had groves, in which they 

0 3 
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I 

wors'tiipped those idols, under the 
guidance of Druids and Bards, a set 
o? philosophers, who instructed the 
people, and sung hymns to their false 

* i ■ ^ 

gods, playing at the same time on 
harps and other musical instruments. 
The Celt^ were a warlike people, 

I 

and lived temperately with respect to 
^ food. Their autient history is very 
ohsi*iire. 


LESSON XXVI. 

I'lIE SCYTHL.NS. 

The Scythians, as well as the Celts, cle- 

* I 

scended from Gomer; and their history 
is equally obscure. They were rcmark- 
pblcfor theirhonestyandjustice. Their 
chief ealth consisted in flocks and 
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W 

herds. They lived piostly upon iSilk, 
and clothed themselves in skins. In- 
stead of houses they had covered wag¬ 
gons, large enough to hold their wives* 
and children with all their furniture, 
drawn by horses or oxen. Gold, dia- 
monds, pearls, and other jewels, they 

utterly desj)ised, and w’ere remarkably 

% 

friendly. Upon the whole, they would 
have been a very wort^iy peoi)le,*had 
they not worshipped idols. 

The Scythians trained their children 
to arms, and vfliile young, taught then! 
to ride on hoi’seback, and shoot at a 
mark. They waged wars with different 
nations, particularly witli Philip of 
Macedon, Alexander the Great, and 
the Romans. 
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' THE FABTHIANS. 

f 

Pabthia formerly a province of 
Persia; its first inhabitants are sup¬ 
posed to have been Scythians, who 
settled in it after having been driven 

out of their own country. They were 

• * 

Celebrated bowmen, and had an art 
peculiar to thpmselves of discharging 
their arrows with incredible dexterity, 

c 

whiie retiring from the enemy. They 

f * 

were strict observers df their word, 
and would not deceive either friends 
or foes.* They were first subject to 
the Medes, afterward to the Persians, 
and lastly to Alexander the Great. 
Upon his death, Parthia fell to the 
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share of Seleucus Nicator, whose §uc- 
cessors held it for many years, till 
Arsaces threw off the yolce, and 
founded a new kingdom.« This, in^ 
process of time, became *the most 
powerful in the east; and was held 
by his successors for four hundred 
and seventy yesErs. At length •the 
Persians revolted from them, and a* 
furious battle was fought, in which 
the Parthian sovereign and his army 
were cut off: and this brav^*peqple 
were obliged t^ submit to be governe^* 
by a nation whom they had longlcepl 
in subjection. 
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LESSON XXVIII. 


TkE AFRICAN ETHIOPIANS. 


Ethiopia {the country which in Scrip- 

9 • 

ture is called Cush) was first peopled, 
it is supposed, hy the descendants of 
Cush. In the reign of Solomon, or 

r 

soon after his death, the Ethiopians 
kwere id subjection to Sesac, king of 
Egypt, and afterward to Esarhaddon, 

fl * 

king of Assyria; but after the decease 
of fiytus, they made themselves inde¬ 
pendent, Cambyses, fiesirous to re¬ 


• « 


duce them again, sent ambassadors to 
them with rich presents, under a 
pretence of showing them respect: 
tbut the Ethiopian king guessed at his 
, and giving the ambassadors a 
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bow; ‘ Present this,’ said he,' ‘ to 
your monarch, and when his subjects 
can bend it as easily as mine can d< 9 ^ 
let them think of conquering us: in 
the mean time, let them rejoice that 
the Ethiopians never wished to ex¬ 
tend their dominiohs beyond their 

I 

own country.’ Cambyses, enraged* at 
this message, raised an asmy •against, 

them; but, not having provided auf- 

• » 

ficient to feed them, was speedily 
obliged to return. 

In the tim^ir of* Augu^tu^ Csesai; 

•• 

Ethiopia was governed by a queem 

* ^ 
named Candace, who committed hos| 

V 

tilities against the Romans; but wa| 
subdued by that powerful people. 
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THE GAULS. 


The Gauls, descended from the Celts, 
or Gomerians, became in time a very 
powerful people and made frequent 
incursions intb different countries, often 

t 

alahning even the Romans themselves. 
«At length, however, by taking ad¬ 
vantage of their mutual quarrels, £(nd 
conquering one little state after ano- 
thqr, Julius Caesar entirely subdued 
'them, and reduced Ganl to a Roman 




province. He is said to have taken 
at varioas times eight hundred of their 
cities, and to have defeated upwards 
i}f three millions of Gauls. This 
country is now called France. 
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LESSON •XXX. 

THE SPANIAEDS. 

The Spaniards, also, are sirpposed to 
have proceeded from the Celts; Seve¬ 
ral other nations obtained footing in 
Spain. At length, tfeey \^ere conquer¬ 
ed by the Carthaginians. The Carftia- 
ginianswere driven out by the Romansf 
who immediately seized qn all the valu¬ 
able mines in Spain, particularly those 
of gold and silver, and carried away 

immense treasure. Spain-became^ a' 

* • 

Roman province; but it was kept |n 
subjection with great trouble.* 
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THE GERMANS. 


*The origiR of the Germans is very 
* * 

uncertain, but they are supposed to 
have come from the Celts. While the 
Homans were^pursuing their victories, 
the Germans, divided into a number 
af small kingdoms, beheld with resent- 
meni their conquests, and united toge¬ 


ther to protect eacl> other. But the 

Koman^ Ending means to raise dis- 

. « 

cords among^them, gradually subdued 

« a 

them, till Germany at length became 
a Roman province. 

Julius Csesar, having gained advan¬ 
tages over several of these nations, 
caused a bridge to be built across the 
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Rhine, in ten daji^; and, placid^ a 
strong guard on each side, marched 
his army over it, to the great astoni^- < 
ment of the Germans. From this 

« a 

time, Germany became the scene of 
much bloodshed. 

LESSON XXXII. 

THE BRITONS. 

• • 

The island of Great Britain, contain¬ 
ing £nglai|[d, Scotland, and Wales, j(vas 
formerly called Albion. 'J'he.southerif 

1 a 

parts of Britain are supposed to have 
been first peopled by the Gauls, tj^e 
northern by the Germans, and tfae 
eastern by the Piets, who are sa^d 
to have come out of Scythia. T|e 

p 2 : 
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* 

Brfcons wore no covering, except the 
skins of wild beasts, thrown carelessly 
€^/er them; and they painted their 
bodies of asky-blue colour,in the forms 

t » 

of flowers, trees, and animals: instead 
of houses, they,lived in little mean 
buts; and their only food was game 
ana fruits. In war their arms were 
shieldland a short spear, to the lower 

end of which was fastened a bell of 

> • 

brass, in order to frighten the enemy 
wi(h tha noise. They us^, likewise, 

•chariots».drfving furiotlsly among the 

• 0 

enemies’ ranks, and discharging their 
darts, c 

Britain was but little known to the 
JRomans, till the time of Julius Caesar, 
who, having overcome the most warlike 
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nations of the Graul^ resolved to bring 
the Britons also into subjection. For 

t 

this purpose lie sailed from Gaul wfth 
his fleet, and arriving in a* few hours* 
on the British coast, came to* anchor 
on a level and open shore. 

The Britons, apprised *of his design, 
sent their horses and chariots to oppose 
his landing. As the Roman vessels 
were large, they required a consfder- 

able depth of water; so that the 

• * 

soldiers, though loaded with heavy 
armour, were obliged to leap into thd 
sea, and at t^c same time to strug^e 
with the waves and encounter l^e 
enemy, who could either stand on 
dry land, or by wading a little way ii|to 
the water, reach the invaders with thdir 

p 3 
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darfe. Caesar ot^erring his soldiers 
discouraged, and unwilling to engage 

I 

oH such unequal terms, snatched up 
’the standard and rushed foremost. 
His troops followed, and a bloody 
battle ensued, iij which the Britons 
were defeated, ani obliged to sue for 

* 9 

peace. In a short time afterwards 

t 

iihey attacked the Romans, and were 

agaKi repulsed; peace was, however, 

• * 

once more accorded to them, and 
CaB§ar returned into Gaul Shortly 
afterward^ h^ made a iSfecond expedi- 

f« 

tion against the Britons: but though 
he obtained considerable advantages, 
he could not completely subdue them 
before he deemed it prudent to return 
to Gaul. After many years, however, 
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Britain was almost entirely reduced 
by the Bomans. 


LESSON xxxiir. 


THE TURKS, TARTARS, AND MOGULS. 

The Turks and Moguls are gendrally 
allowed to have been Scythians. ^ 
the reign of one of their kings, named 

* I 

Alanza Khan, the people indulged 
themselves to excess in all kinds of 

i T 

sinful pleasui^s, and became idou ‘ 
Alanza Eban had two son^' |ne' 
named Tatar and the other Motol, 
between whom, a little time bemre 
his decease, he divided his dominilns, 
and they became two separate kmg- 
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doimii'called Tartan and Moguls, from 
their respective chiefs. At length, the 
Moguls were subdued hy the Tartars. 
3ome hundred years afterward, how- 
ever, they ’subdued their conquerors. 


LESSON XXXIV. 

THE INDUNS. 

. ' 

India is a very extensive country, and 
fomierly contained a great number of 
ls[ngdoms^(!( provinces T one of which 

«I 

was governed by Poms. It is supposed 
to have been peopled originally by the 
of^pring of Japheth. It was, and still 
iSpremarkable for a set of philosophers 
caJjjiSBrahmins. These aresaid to have 
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, * 

origiually descended from Abhiiiam 

and his ivife Keturah; and in that 

case undoubtedly had originally the 

trae religion. By degrees, however, 

they took to the worshipping- of idols. 

The Brahmins deny themselves food 

and sleep, and sit in one posture for 

whole days together, without so ihuch 

\ 

as lifting up their eyes, in'hopes 
gaining the favour of the Sup/eme 
Being, by thinking of Him only. What 
opinion would the Brahmins, entertain 
of many Christian children, if they weie 
to be told, that although these children 
know that there is one Almighty (|od 
who made them, and preserves tlipm 
from day to day, they yet often fo^t 
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to their prayers, and do not even 
think about Him from morning till 
night ? 

Sesostris, king of Egypt, is Si\jpj)osed 

* 

to have, extended his conquests into 
India. Part of it also was conquered 
by Darius Hystaspes; and Xerxes had 
a bddy of Indian troops to attend him. 
](t has ah eaiiy been related, that after 

Alexander had put an end to the Per- 

• • 

sian monarchy, he proceeded to India, 
and coifqqered Porus: he also subdued 
a numberjDf <A;her princds,and commit¬ 
ted many cruelties. But he could not 
properlytbe said to conquer India; for, 
as soon as he left the country, these 
pfinces recovered their former power. 
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After a long serigs of years, India 
was subdued by the Aral^ under 
Mabmed Gazna. 


LESSON XXXV! 

THE CHINESE. 

• \ 

The Chinese are supposed to have pro- 
ceeded originally from the descendants 
of Japbetli. The first great Emperor of* 
‘bhina, named Fo-hi, wa^ a \yise dnd 
powerful monarch. After him man^ 
other emj^rors governed ChiSa. One 

f » 

of thes# called Whang-ti, was cj^le- 
brated for the inventing of a variety of 

^useful arts. It was usual for the C^ii- 

I 

pese emperor, upon his accession to pe 
tbrone, to plough a few furrows, • 
afterward to offer sacrifices io 
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.Supreme Being, whom they called 
Shang-ti. or Tyen. Whang-ti had great 
ve^nerationfor the Supreme Being; and 
in order to prevent his being !uj.i6V.red 
from offering his sacrifices by bad wea¬ 
ther, he built a large temple for the 

r 

I)urpose. The same day, upon which 
the emperor went with liis principal 
Courtiers to till the ground, his Empress 
Lwitsu, with the ladies of the court, re- 
paired to her mulberry grove, to set 
thorn the exampl^e of encouraging 
manufacrLures. 

After Whang-ti, several emperors 
reigned" in succession. At last one 
named Yau, ascended the throne; a 
prince wise and amiable, and greatly 
beloved by his people. He was sue- 
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ceeded by Shun, .with whose reign 
the antient history of the Chinese 
concludes. 

LESSON XXXVI. 

• ' 

THE AMERICANS. 

I 

America is also called the New 
World, because for a long time it 
was not known in other .countries 
that there was such a place, though 
it contains an immense tract of land. 
How it first came to be p^jopUj^, is 
extremely uncertain; but it is sup¬ 
posed, that for many years tfie inha¬ 
bitants led a savage life: the account 
which the Americans give of their 
first civilization, is this:— 

Q 
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After they had, endured, for several 
ages, the hardships which attend a 
‘sefvage life, a man and woman 

f 

majestic form, and clothed iaitd.ecent 
garments, presented themselves to 
view on the bank of the lake Titiaca, 

I 

in Peru, one of the provinces of 

i ^ 

America, and declared themselves to 

/ 

be ‘ the children of the Sun, sent 
do\\’'n by thei^: parent to instruct and 
reclaim them.’ The Peruvians sup¬ 
posed the Sun to be God, and there- 
^re numbers of them united toge¬ 
ther, and followed Manco Capac and 

j 

Mama Oello (as these j^rsons were; 

called) to Guzco, where they settled ; 

\ 

fcnd began to lay the foundations of 

I 

city. Manco Capac instructed thel 
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men in agriculture^ and other useful 

arts; Mama Oello taught the women 

to spin and weave. The formr^r, 

haviiifr made himself Inea/ or Lord of 

Pern, contrived laws to keep his sub- 

jects in order; and^fter his death a 

> 

1 

number of monarclis, under the same 
title, governed Peru, and gradually 
subduing other provinces, *raisea a 

mighty empire, which continueu till 

^ • 

tlie cruel Spaniards, coveting their 
treasures, invaded their territories, 
and exercised uiion them tlie most 
unchristian barbarities, as we read in 

I 

the raoderr history of Americti. Who 
Manco Capac, and Mama Oello Were, 
it is impossible to tell; but we may 
suppose that they went from some 
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civilized country to Peru, with the 
design of obtaining the sovereignty 
^’^r its inhabitants; and kno^^ing 
that the Peruvians paid adoration to 
the sun,*pretended to come from that 
luminary, in order to effect their pui 
pose. 


THE END. 
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